— —ÀÀ——À ml e zt і o el 


U 
Issue 449 к Join iPad“ 8 5 [ 4 "A Le 0 Available on the 


LavenderMagazine.com o (DI "Ea e App Store 
ы Ge ӘТЕПОНЕР ЕТІП 5Та515 РР 
Display Minnesota's GLBT Magazine 


From August 9 Until August 22, 2012 Install MAVENDEKSOn Меу/ьозапайодау). 


BIG 

GAN 

NEWS 
„СОМ 


44,694 


Follow @ BIGGAYNEWS 
on 


MORE WAYS TO BE YOU. 


952.883.8800 * mallofamerica.com 


mallofamerica.com/blog т /MallofAmerica E @MallofAmerica 


e OPENING EARLY FALL 2012 
STEELE IS UD TO ANNOUNCE OUR FOURTH TWIN CITIES LOCATION 


KI? 


DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS™ 


12TH & HENNEPIN - FEATURING MINNEAPOLIS'S FIRST ROOFTOP FITNESS PATIO 


EDINA | WAYZATA | ST PAUL | DOWNTOWN | MOBILE | 763.233.5800 | STEELEFITNESS.COM 


ШҮ N DE R 
AUGUST 9-22, 2012 | ISSUE 449 


E OUR LAVENDER 
8 From the Editor 
10 A Word in Edgewise 
12 Lavender Lens: Rainbow Rumpus 
14 Lavender Lens: Red Ribbon Ride 


54 Lavender Lens: Log Cabin Republicans 


55 Letters 


Е OUR SCENE 


16 Bar Showcase 
18 Arts: Spotlight 


22 NAGAAA Gay Softball World Series 


26 Lavender's GSWS Guide 
38 Sports Profile: Larry Barthel 
42 Slice: Farm Dinners 


46 Travel: Fall Getaway - Bayfield County 


Е OUR AFFAIRS 
36 Against the Amendment: GSWS 
56 Big Gay News 
58 Books 


Ш OUR RESOURCES 
58 The Network 
62 Community Connection 
65 Classifieds 


Е OUR VOICES 
61 Dateland 
64 Ms. Behavior 
64 Trolin 
66 Through These Eyes 


ON THE COVER 
Softball player Tony Wolff of the Swingers. Photo and 
production by Mike Hnida 


NOTE 


The Mercedes models reviewed in Issue 448 and at www. 
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If you need a Realtor call my twin brother Jon Dean: (612) 802-1053 
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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


I MAY have to ask forgiveness instead of permission for this 
quick letter; Brent Fourre (right, pictured with his sister) doesn't 
know I'm writing this. This time last year, I'd been to a couple of 
Lavender events but was barely beginning to recognize the usual 
suspects. Then, I went to the Renaissance Festival and saw a guy 
who I was certain Га seen and asked to take a picture of him and 
his friends—and he recognized me back. Such was the start of 
our mutual recognition society, which I bolstered by stalking him 
on Facebook just to surprise him by knowing his last name when 
Isaw him at the next event. Relationship building. Or just being 
creepy. You decide. 

At last night's First Thursday at Loring Kitchen & Bar, Brent 
good-naturedly stepped out of a picture with his friends, and we 
laughed about how often his picture is in the magazine and on 
the website. I made the point that the odds are good—he's at so 
many events and is very involved in the community. Then, I told 
him privately how I thought of him and his job as an American 
Sign Language Interpreter when I was watching the interpreter 
at Dan Savage's show (signing about sex is almost more funny 
than talking about it). He laughed, too, but then told me about 
a recent challenge he faced in his interpreting. 

As pictured in the Lavender Lens on page 14, the Red Ribbon 
Ride that raises money and awareness for the various AIDS or- 
ganizations in Minnesota held its closing ceremony on the steps 
of the State Capitol. Brent was there as a rider and also as an 
American Sign Language Interpreter. Just as we had been gig- 
gling a moment before, we turned solemn as he recounted how 
he'd ended up interpreting a video at the Closing Ceremony that 
included his own story. He powered through interpreting the 
story of his own partner of 16 years dying of complications of 
AIDS. He marveled at how the story he told to a camera when 
registering for the ride was broadcast in its entire two minutes 
for everyone to see and hear. I marveled that he made it through 
the telling—twice—in two languages and in front of an audience. 

We spoke of how carefully he crafted his words and thoughts 
to be respectful to the audience and how, in speaking to other 
members of the media, he cautioned that AIDS is still a force to 
contend with. 

I had no idea. This was all new to me. But, I am grateful to 
have had the chance to learn more about Brent, not in a video 
at a Closing Ceremony, but at a happy hour. Someone who was 
already a familiar and friendly person showed more of his facets 
and I—along with the people at the Red Ribbon Ride—are fortu- 
nate to know more about him. 

Тһе point I'm making is that even though I curate stories for 
people to read and see in these pages and online, sometimes the 
stories just need to be gotten from each other, in person. 

And I'm grateful for each and every one that I get to hear. 


With thanks, 
Andy | | i 
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Idle Thoughts of an Idle Fellow: Summer 


A YEAR ago, I escaped the worst of the July heat wave by having 
knee replacement surgery, recovering in an air-conditioned rehab fa- 
cility. This year, conserving my remaining knee, I flew to California, 
just south of San Francisco, to visit an old friend from junior high. 
Тһе Coast. Cool. Foggy. Where one lazes about the house in parkas 
and snuggles under comforters at night. 

Neither of us watches television, so along with blissful tempera- 
tures we enjoyed blessed, stress-free silences punctuated only by the 
foghorn's soothing call and our spirited conversations. 

And what was there to talk about for ten long summer days? Not 
unexpectedly, at our age, the subject of mortality cropped up with 
some frequency. We are slouching towards our respective 50th col- 
lege reunions in 2013—less than a year hence—and while as a re- 
porter I had occasion to interview alums on their Harvard 50ths, my 
own achieved half-century is rather daunting. 

What, for example, can we reasonably attempt to accomplish in 
our unknown allotted times? How athletic can we be...skidding over 
the slippery rocks of the Fitzgerald Marine Reserve begged that 


question. How, while we're still mobile, do we design an endgame 
that will see us off before having to relocate to a refrigerator box 
under a bridge? The Golden Gate would provide an awesome view, 
but... 

Back in Minnesota, where temperatures now appear to be mea- 
sured in Celsius, I've been pondering these conversations as I quaff 
quarts of ice water in front of a battery of fans, reminding my auto- 
nomic system to keep on pumping the air in and out. 

I experienced a lovely visit, but what moral might the reader be 
expected to draw from my meander? None, really—perhaps simply 
some suggestions. Now, while you've time, visit an old friend, or 
keep in touch through something more intimate than Facebook. It's 
a great place to advertise, but not to say, *Hey! You're special to me." 

Grads—whether it's your first or fiftieth year out—each one of 
you has only a finite time. Don't stop moving: It's never too early to 
draw up a bucket list. Stay in touch with your current posse, and re- 
member your other, older, now far-flung friends of earlier days. 

Oh: and whatever else, vote NO in November. 


ORIY EXPERIENCE RESL 
JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY АГ LAW. 


20 Years Experience i in: 


Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. 5. • Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 


www.jerryaburg.com 
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Assisting People 
with Disabilities to... 


Lead independent lives by providing GLBT Support Group for 


Individuals with disabilities who also indentify as GLBT. 


Contact us for information today! 


Metropolitan Center for Independent Living 
1600 University Ave Suite 16 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
651-646-8342 


www.mcil-mn.org 


Air Conditioner Sale! 


An exceptional 
community deserves 
exceptional service. 


SAVE 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 
Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 
www.farmersagent.com/swolfson 
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INSURANCE 

AN YN 
KEJA 
ig Symbol of Superior Service wi 


FARMERS 


Fully Trained to Serve the GLBT Community 


Experienced Care, Delivered with Love 


Financial 
Assistance 
Available 
E 


я | Senior Care Solutions, 


including Adult Day Health 
Care Services, In-Home Care, 
Restorative Nursing and more. 


EB «| PNs/RNs 


Flexible Schedules 
Weekdays: 7:30 AM-6:00 PM 
Saturdays: 10:00 АМ-4:00 РМ 


* Bathing & Haircare 

* Health Monitoring 

* Chronic Care Management 
* Home Health Care Services 
* Caregiver Support Groups 


* TBI, Strokes, Isolation, Cancer, 
Parkinsons, Dementia and More 


Serving the Twin Cities Metro 


Over 20 Years Experience 


"At SarahCare we come together to share our memories and make new friends." 


952.465.0555 * sarahcaremn.com 


$650.... 


ON IMMEDIATE INSTALLATION! 
• Financing starting at $59/Month 0.A.C. 
* Lower your cooling cost up to 4096 
* Family owned and operated since 1930 
Call now for your FREE in-home estimate or 
schedule online at standardheating.com 


| STANDARD | 
$ HEATING O 
612-824-2656 тынады 651-772-2449 


763-757-8122 952-895-9545 
OVER 400,000 SATISFIED TWIN CITIES CUSTOMERS 


Join in August and get 


"When we go 
tothe YWCA, E $100 off 
it feels like 
we're investing the Joiners Fee 
in ourselves and Offer is good on new Adult, Family, Student and 
in our community." ее 
- Eileen and Margaret, Members since 2011. аи 
The Power to Soar™ see Women ca 


MINNEAPOLIS 
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RAINBOW RUMPUS лу зо 


St. Paul Harley-Davidson» or Wild Prairie Harley-Davidson: will fit you to the perfect machine that will ke by зой 


MOTORCYCLES • PARTS • SERVICE “ RIDING GEAR • APPAREL 


ST. PAUL HARLEY-DAVIDSON’ 


Toth SUN 


651.738.2168 
2899 Hudson Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 55128 


WWW.STPAULHD.COM 
STORE HOURS 


NM uses] M—F: 10 a.m. — 7 p.m. NZ 


FOR THE RIDE OF YOUR LIFE™ 
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Sd: = 9am.—4 pm. 


Sun: CLOSED RIDE ON THE WILD SIDE™ 


FOLLOW US ON f Ев 


ST. PAUL HARLEY-DAVIDSON" & 
WILD PRAIRIE HARLEY-DAVIDSON" 


RIDER EXPERIENCE 
Take a test ride without leaving the dealership 


Our JUMPSTART rider experience lets you feel what it's like 

to ride a Harley; even if you've had NNO RIDING EXPERIENCE. 
It is an innovative demo tool that safely puts YOU in the saddle 
of a running Harley-Davidson? motorcycle and lets YOU 
experience the thrill of the throttle, that only comes with 
riding a Harley-Davidson® motorcycle. 


Contact either dealership to schedule your 


JUMPSTART EXPERIENCE 


952.698.5000 
12480 Plaza Drive 
Eden Prairie, MN 55344 


WWW.WILDPRAIRIEHD.COM 


M-F: 10 ат. —7 p.m. 
Sat: 9ат. — 4 p.m. 
Sun: ` CLOSED 


OPTICAL 


GRAND 
OPENING 


any complete 
pair of eyeglasses or 
prescription sunglasses. 
See store associate for details. 


Offer ends 10/31/2012. 


Linden Hills 

4318 Upton Ave. S. Minneapolis 
P 612-367-4106 

W OwlOptical.com 


Relax. | ne:Batlijloor, 
We've System 
got your 
bath. 
[а] 2584 [8] 1-800-Bathtub MERE 


www.Minnesotarebath.com ! 


*Not redeemable for cash. cago jood for a complete 
Re-Bath system only. Not valid with any other offers. Valid only 


ШК time of first appointment. Exp. 10-31-12, Size restrictions 
[n] ғ ау apply. See consultant for details. (800) 2 4882. 
d i 


952-432- 1933 


1-800-Bathtub (1-800-228-4882) 
www.Minnesotarebath.com 


Locally owned and operated! ¢ License #062249PM 


Receive $100 off on your CoolSculpting? 
treatment — just mention Lavender! 


No needles, 
no special diet, 
no supplements 


and no surgery. 


Ditch the love handles. 
The Twin Cities 


Зе coolsculpting 
Experte 
Get rid of stubborn fat with CoolSculpting®. 

Call Dermatology Consultants today at (651) 209-1600 


Dermatology Consultants has four locations in St. Paul, Eagan, Woodbury 


and Vadnais Heights. For more information visit dermatologyconsultants.com 


or join us on facebook.com/dermatologyconsultantsmn 


dermatology фа 


CONSULTANTS 


skin. care. experts. 
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2012 | for LGBT Equality 
For the health of all. 100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX 
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What's Your Plan? 


Solutions 
for your 
specific 
needs. 


Start here. 

Professional guidance can help you 
achieve your financial goals. Whether you 
are single or in a committed relationship, 
now is the time to start working with a 
financial professional who understands 
your personal needs. Contact me today. 


Adam Elg 

Financial Representative 
301 Carlson Pkwy #300, 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
(952) 258-5032 
aelg@minneapolis.nef.com 


New England Financial’ 


A MetLife Company bu 


& SHOW E but you'll LOVE the show! 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, 200 Park Avenue, New York, NY 62011 PNTS 
©2011 MetLife. L0412250875[exp0413][IA, MN] 


* Jean M. Brandl Rebecca Heltzer 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 
Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, Criminal Law, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, Real Estate, 
Employment Law/Discrimination, Professional Licensing and Discipline, 
and Mediation. 


*Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


а Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 


W.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 


Roya Moltaji, СЕР®, ChFC*, CASL™ 
Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 

| 7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 


www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 
Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor? designation 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 10036. EZ 
| Securities products and investment advisory services offered Бу (6 
MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered e 
investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special ER 
0 


needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for 
Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 


For the if in life.? MetLife 


Two Nights 
Only! 
Sept 28-29 


The funniest 
show you've 
never heard of! 


HILARIOUS! 


І Fri & Sat nights • $25! 
Summertime 


SILLY!! € DINNER Sen 952-934-1525 
anhassen 
You hated the movie о essen 800-362-3515 


CHANHASSENDT.COM 


SEDGWICK 


HEATING + AC | COMFORT YOU CAN COUNT ON 


— SERVICE 
ony, GALES 
р 


at $49 
SAVE $1 
or More оп а Furnace 
and)Air) Conditioner, 


SAVE $500 


or) More оп a Neu Boiler, Plus Rebates and Tax Credits. 
Plus Rebates and Tax Credits. 


www.SedgwickHeating.com 
(612) 284-6271 


Serving all of the Twin Cities. 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


B n 


UBLIC 


ANA REPUBLIC 


Above: One of Todd Miller's Minneapolis Images. Photo by Todd Miller 

Top: The Rainbow Election: Mommies and Mormons and Gays, Oh My! (l to т): Taj Ruler, Matt 
Erkel, Bobby Gardner, Lauren Anderson, Andy Hilbrands, Josh Eakright. Photo by Dani 
Werner. 


TODD MILLER’S MINNEAPOLIS IMAGES 

In August: Dunn Bros., Lake and Humboldt, Mpls 
In September: Dunn Bros., 34th & Hennepin, Mpls. 
(612) 822-6984 

Facebook: ‘phoTODDgraphy’ 

Minneapolitans can lose sight of the fact that they live in a truly beautiful city. 
When you travel outside the state, you'll run into people who call Minneapolis 
the San Francisco or the San Diego of the Midwest. When I've entertained 
friends and relatives from other parts of the country and the planet, they are 
without exception struck by the city's natural and human-made beauty, from the 
lakes to the parks to the skyline to various architectural structures and public art 
that exude their own special identity. 

Todd Miller is an artist who celebrates that beauty. His splendid body of work 
reflecting that can be seen this summer at three different Dunn Bros. coffee 
shops. He takes digital photographs and recomposes them with computer edit- 
ing options such as exposure, saturation, definition, contrast, and shadow. Miller 
admits, "I am very heavy handed when it comes to using oversaturated color to 
create positive energy." 

Miller was born and raised in Duluth but has lived in Minneapolis for 
almost three decades. He shares "I am HIV Positive and feel that not only the 
HIV/AIDS community, but civilization as a whole is craving positive energy— 
outdoor activities, yoga, martial arts, alternative medicines, etc. I offer what I call 
"Visual Vitamins.' I shoot in Minneapolis because I feel there are nearly endless 
subjects that would be appreciated in different light, texture, and scope. I feel 
we have some wonderful historic icons and unique architectural landmarks that 
identify our Midwest flavor and search out unusual angles and compositions 
expressing my imagination." 


THE RAINBOW ELECTION: MOMMIES AND MORMONS AND GAYS, OH MY! 
Through Nov. 3 

Brave New Workshop, 

(612) 332-6620 

www.BraveNewWorkshop.com 


For too long, the region's 
premiere comedy troupe has 
presented average and even 
below average work, but final- 
ly, the Brave New Workshop 
has roared back with their 
best show in years with this 
brilliantly astute spoof on both 
major political parties. It's not 
the fatuous fingerpointing that 
too often, too easily, ridicules 
and mocks politicians. It's a 
sharply focused look inside the 
hypocrisies and contradictions 
of both die-hard Republicans 
and Democrats and the two 
men they currently champion. 

For Obamacrats who lazily 
think that the only criticism 
about their man comes from 
the Tea Рагіу/ СОР, they 
need to get a clue that, as with 
the Clintons, there is ample 
and compelling criticism 
of him from the Left of the 
Democratic Party and from 
just plain old basic objectiv- 
ity. Beefy Obama criticism 
has been shut out by much of 
mainstream media and which 
can be found primarily at mar- 
ginalized but serious outlets 
like democracynow.org and 
alternet.org. And this company 
collaboration directed by Caleb 
McEwen doesn’t shy away 
from that beef. 

Throughout, Obama (Andy 
Hilbrands) is shown up for his 
record number of deporta- 
tions, his Kill List, his horrific 
drone attacks, his extension 
of Bush tax cuts for the rich, 
and his health care plan that 
enriches insurance companies 
and of which a similar version 
has been championed in the 
past by US Congressional 
Republicans and Romney. Both 
sides are exposed for their pro- 
found hypocrisy on this count. 
Nothing fatuous about that. 

Hence, in turn, Democrats 
are shown as having a double 
standard for condoning tactics 
by Obama that they would 
have pilloried George W. 

Bush for. To point, Obama has 
ratified the Bush Doctrine, in 
the same way Clinton ratified 
Reaganism. 


But don’t worry Obam- 
acrats; your man, played 
splendidly by Hilbrands, is 
shown as a genuine victim of 
racism. There’s no doubt about 
that. So you can take some 
solace there because Tea Party 
zealots do indeed have it out 
for him, no doubt about it. The 
scenes where people react to 
him like Pavlov’s dog when he 
wears a hoodie are satirically 
terrific. There’s also a great 
scene where the dynamic Lau- 
ren Anderson plays the only 
woman on a panel with three 
reactionary men we can as- 
sume are Republicans. 

Bobby Gardner reprises 
the gay stereotype he’s known 
for, but in this case, as a Paul 
Lynde version of President 
James Buchanan, he’s marvel- 
ous. It brings up that idiotic no- 
tion that some neocon morons 
have that, because Obama is 
pro-gay, he must be gay and 
therefore is a gay President. 

But perhaps the show’s best 
moments are in the empirical 
comparisons that are made to a 
group of fanatical Republicans 
that show disarming similari- 
ties between Obama and their 
deity, Ronald Reagan. James 
Roop’s projections are inspired 
with an image where Obama 
is altered to make him look 
whiter and blonder, hence more 
acceptable to a GOP test group. 

The Romney family is 
spoofed and the Mormon 
magical underwear mystique 
is mischievously portrayed 
by Gardner. Though the Bain 
Capital issue is not delved into, 
the show is packed with digs 
at Romney’s wealth and how 
that puts him out of touch with 
average Americans. Without 
saying too much, there’s 
another image toward the end 
that pokes marvelous fun at 
that mystique as well. This 
revue asks us: which group 
will the US be less tolerant to- 
ward—Mormons or gays? And 
why won't Obama be more 
proactive in enabling gay mar- 
riage rather than just giving it 
his verbal support? E» 
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ROMAN HOLIDAY 

Through Aug. 19 

Guthrie Theater Proscenium Stage, 
818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 

John Miller-Stephany reminds us what 
a truly great director of musicals he is. His 
current Roman Holdiay is yet another sterling 
achievement among his other sterling musical 
achievements at the Guthrie— 7776 and She 
Loves Me. As with these, the basic material is 
stellar. Paul Blake's 2001 text is injected with 
numerous tunes by master gay composer/ 
lyricist Cole Porter (1891-1964). For the most 
part, they buoy the narrative along. 

You may recognize the title from the 
1953 Oscar-nominated Best Picture directed 
by William Wyler. It comes from a story by 
Dalton Trumbo who was blacklisted in the 
McCarthy Era not long before the film was 
made and who also co-wrote the screenplay 
with Ian McLellan Hunter and John Dighton. 

The Guthrie production perfectly bal- 
ances a big ensemble with principal players. 
Alex Sanchez's choreography and Samuel S. 
Davis's dance arrangements are packed with 
glorious swing by dancers who joyously cap- 
ture the post-World War II zeitgeist that infused 
the West at that time. We are reminded of the 
assertion that the modern Sexual Revolution 
was born out of the ashes of that war. Young 
soldiers had been flung around the world, 
away from hearth and home stateside. This 
meant extramarital sexual experience to an 
unprecedented degree. Women had proved 
crucial in the wartime workplace, and in 
America in the '50s, they were being shelved 
and defined as homemakers. In Europe, they 
were grappling with poverty, along with men 
who often fueled an underground economy. So 
something had to give. Morevoer, the artists 
in this production remind us that there was 
more beneath the pretty surface of the '50s 
that's been handed to us. 

That zeitgeist is the essence of this musi- 
cal. The story is of young Princess Anne 
(Stephanie Rothenberg), who escapes the 
straitjacket of her schedule after taking an 
upper prescribed by her doctor. Fatefully, she 
meets up with an ambitious composer, Joe 
Bradley (Edward Watts), himself straitjack- 
eted in a dead-end job as a reporter. These 
two actors are a dream duo. 

Тһе story challenges the audience to ex- 
amine ethics in the realms of love, attraction, 
and monetary gain, and the Guthrie show viv- 
ifies that quite lucidly. Envy of young Anne's 
privilege is counterbalanced by the psycho- 
logically brutalizing duties she is expected 
to fill. Compare it to those in corporate > 
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SPOTLIGHT 


The Sunshine Boys. Raye Birk (left) and Peter Michael Goetz. Photo by Michael Brosilow. 
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positions who run themselves ragged 
at the behest of authoritarian corporat- 
ist decorum and hence, lose sight of 
who they really are. 

With Joe, one may be tempted to 
say: "exploit this privileged woman's 
naivete along with her physical/emo- 
tional attraction to you." But Trumbo 
and Blake have built conscience into 
this story quite beautifully. You exploit 
at your soul's peril. 

Andrew Cooke's musical direction 
and Michael Horsley's vocal ar- 
rangements embody Porter and are 
consistently vibrant. But there are 
some high points that transcend the 
others. Christina Baldwin's fabulously 
flourishing and sensual Just One Of 
Those Things with male quartet re- 
minded me of Anita Ekberg in Fellini's 
Rome-set film classic, La Dolce Vita. 
Watt's rendition of that emblematic 
Porter tune, Night and Day, quite 
simply, soars. 


Through Aug. 26 
Minnesota Centennial Showboat, 
Harriet Island, St. Paul 
(651) 227-1100 
www.showboat.umn.edu 

This summer's Showboat offering 
is one of the clearest-cut, old-fashioned 
melodramas they've produced in 
some time. It's not that those of recent 


summers past have not been delight- 
ful light fare; it's just that they haven't 
lent themselves to such natural and 
logical moments of booing and hissing 
as the current The Vampire which J.R. 
Planche penned in 1820. 

Director Peter Moore’s efferves- 
cent U of M student cast inhabits 
C. Lance Brockman’s gothic noir 
scenic design befitting the 19th cen- 
tury melodramatic tradition. Though 
there’s a splendid moment of inter- 
racial love between a woman and a 
man that would have been more than 
frowned on in the 1800s, the largely 
white audience there the night I at- 
tended cheered enthusiastically. Face 
it: some things do indeed get better! 

With Ryan Colbert as Lord 
Ruthven, Vampire moves with menac- 
ing grace. Charlotte Calvert’s Lady 
Margaret is a vivid image of classical 
maidenhood. Planche’s script may 
not be a literary masterwork but he 
crafted some heightened moments 
which Moore’s staging capitalizes on 
nicely. Emily Grodzick and Chelsie 
Newhard enchant as two spirit figures 
in the opening scene lit with occult 
flair by Sarah Brandner. Evan Adams 
charms throughout as M’Swill, the 
unfortunate stock character who is the 
brunt of many gags. 

India Gurley, Zach Keenan, Aeysha 


Kinnuen, Joseph Pyfferoen, and Tim Murray also lend solid sup- 
port to the melodrama, as well as the olios-the musical numbers 
between the scenes directed by Vern Sutton. Though there are 
points where some voices could be stronger, this year’s olios 

are some of the funniest in years. Jonathan Singer’s hilariously 
inspired costumes, like a stole made not of mink, but of cash, and 
a giant frankfurter outfit, make mischief commentary on greed 
and—well, you know what I mean. 


Through Sept. 2 

Guthrie Theater Thrust Stage, 818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224 

www.guthrietheater.org 

There's an old saying: "There's no fool like an old fool.’ Neil 
Simon demonstrates this ugly unsentimental reality in Willie 
Clark (Peter Michael Goetz), an elderly comedian who continues 
to blame his comic duo partner Al Lewis (Raye Birk) for leaving 
him in the lurch when he quit their vaudeville duo, Lewis & Clark, 
years before. Among other questions, Simon has us muse on just 
how much we have a right to rely on another for our identity and 
happiness. When the pair are offered a whopping ten grand for a 
short appearance on a commemorative TV comedy show, Willie 
throws up numerous irrational obstacles even though he's living 
on the border of poverty. 

Director Gary Gisselman's stellar cast plays the raw truth of 
each moment and reels in the laughs because of that truthfulness. 
It's a great time in the theater as well as a searing examination of 
the wages of grudge-holding and the price of not forgiving. It's a 
frank and hilariously funny assessment that you would expect to 
get in a good Christian church. But since so many churches аге 
so focused on pelvic issues, we have to go to the theater for in- 
sight on the problem of the difficulty of forgiveness from a Jewish 
playwright. And a great playwright, I hasten to add. 
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WORLD SERIES 
FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME 
Monday 8.13 WWW Ss, ` 
OPENING 
CEREMONIES 


6-9 pm * Nicollet Island Pavilion 
40 Power St. * Minneapolis 

No cover charge. 

Featuring nationally famous but locally grown Miss Richfield 1981 wi 


Wednesday 8.15 
MID-TOURNI 
& TALENT & 


5:30pm-Midnight * Seven & Pantages 
710 Hennepin Ave * Minneapolis 

$5 Party * $5 Show. 

Buy a drink for a player before double elimination 


athletes show their many skills in the annual Worl 
are donated to local non-profits Rainbow Health І 


THE BRIDGE 
FOR YOUTH 


Saturday 8.18 


CLOSING 
PARTY 


5-llpm “ The Depot 
225 8rd Ave. S * Minneapolis 


| \ 
No cover charge. = 


Forget the "ceremony." This is a PARTY! Hosted by MICHAEL URIE from Ugly Betty and the star of the 
new CBS sitcom Partners. Performance by recording artist SEAN ENSIGN. Music by DJ PHIL DaBEATZ. 


TwinCities2012Series.org 
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NAGAA 2012 


Gay Soptball World Series 


OF THE many activities our 
community is involved with, 
there is nothing like a friendly 
game of softball. 

The Twin Cities always had 
a tradition of GLBT softball. The 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League just wrapped up their 
34th season with the largest 
field of teams and participants 
in their history. All 38 teams 
participated in a series of playoffs 
on the final weekend of July at 
the Northview Athletic Complex 
in Eagan after enduring the long 
season at their regular season 
home in Northeast Minneapolis. 

However, softball season 
is not exactly over. In fact, the 
competition has just turned up 
a notch. Starting on August 
13, the North American Gay 
Amateur Athletic Alliance will 
bring their annual culminating 
softball event to our backyard— 
Eagan and Inver Grove Heights, 
to be exact. 

As the Twin Cities GLBT 
community welcomes the 2012 
Gay Softball World Series, local 
organizers are fine-tuning the 
details to welcome teams from 
all over the United States. In all, 
up to 160 teams will participate 
in the Gay Softball World Series 
in five competitive divisions. 
Potentially, this represents over 


3,000 athletes participating in 
the Series. Consider that the 
NAGAAA represents 44 leagues 
across North America. The 
TCGSL will be fielding ten teams 
in four out of the five divisions. 

This is not the first time the 
Twin Cities hosted the Gay 
Softball World Series. The last 
time the area last hosted what 
is now one of the largest annual 
GLBT sporting events was 
in 1996. According to John 
Thomas, the Commissioner 
of the TCGSL, the 1996 Series 
hosted 120 teams. This will be 
the 36th NAGAAA World Series 
to be held since 1977. 

To kick off the weeklong 
competition, the Series’s 
Opening Ceremonies will be 
held at the Nicollet Island 
Pavilion. Miss Richfield 1981 
will perform for the hundreds of 
visiting athletes and local 
supporters of the World Series. 
Even before the first pitch will 
be thrown, events are being 
held at various venues across 
the Twin Cities, with the host 
hotel being the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel near the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul International Airport. 

Other venues being used 
for World Series events are 
Seven restaurant, the Pantages 
Theater, Hell’s Kitchen, Target 


Plaza, the EagleBolt bar, The 
Depot, and the Minneapolis 
Armory. Events at these venues 
range from social gatherings to 
traditional events, such as the 
Thursday’s Hall of Fame Dinner 
at Seven. This year, the NAGAAA 
Hall of Fame will induct twelve 
new members, including 
TCGSL Commissioner Thomas. 
Lavender Magazine’s annual 
Out in The Stands event was 
also integrated onto the Series’s 
schedule. The Minnesota Twins 
will face the Detroit Tigers 
on Tuesday, August 14 with a 
limited number of tickets made 
available to Series participants. 
Some of these events 
will be fundraisers for local 
community non-profits. 
Among the benefactors for this 
year’s Series events will be the 
Rainbow Health Collective, the 
Aegis Foundation, Project 
Healthy Smile, the Bridge for 
Youth, and various other local 
organizations. 
Though these events 
provide opportunities for 
social interaction between 
the participants and Ше 
community, the most 
important piece of the Gay 
Softball World Series is the 
competition. Тһе primary 
venue for the games will be 


Northview Athletic Complex 
in Eagan. Every Memorial 
Day weekend, the Northstar 
Classic tournament is held on 
these fields. The number of 
diamonds available, along with 
a history of use by the TCGSL, 
was one the primary reasons for 
the Twin Cities to be chosen to 
host this year’s Series. 

Other games will be held 
nearby at the Lexington Diffley 
Athletic Complex in Eagan and 
the Rich Valley Athletic Complex 
in Inver Grove Heights. Between 
the three venues, there will be a 
total of 18 fields scheduled for 
games throughout the week. 

To add value to this year’s 
Gay Softball World Series, the 
host hotel was positioned in 
proximity to the three field 
venues and to Metro Transit’s 
Hiawatha light rail for access 
to events up in downtown 
Minneapolis. Out-oftown teams 
were also set up with six select 
hotels to choose from. These 
hotels were arranged with 
blocks of rooms made available 
to out-of-town participants 
either in downtown Minneapolis 
or right by the airport and Mall 
of America. 

As part of the local effort to 
make the Series more accessible 
to everyone, volunteers were 
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enlisted to provide various functions to 
participants and fans alike. For example, 
some volunteers will serve as concierges 
throughout the week at the ball fields, the 
host hotel, and the Opening Ceremony 
to assist out-of-town guests. Additional 
volunteers serve to assist in every aspect 
of the Series—from field marshalling to 
backstage assistance at events. Thomas 
stated that “300 to 350 volunteers” will be 
utilized throughout the week. In all, “about 
500 to 550 people that have been involved 
in some way,” said Thomas, some of whom 
have been working behind the scenes in 
planning and executing the events in and 
around the Series. 

This year’s Series will introduce some 
new features never before seen in prior 
years. For example, local food trucks will 
be on site at the ball fields—a first for the 
NAGAAA World Series. Plus, Thomas 
mentioned that the Series is also “on the 
threshold of technological advances,” 
making this event more team, player, and fan 
friendly. We should know more about these 
“technological advances” closer to the start 
of the Series. 

Underneath the competition and the 
events around the Series is the human 
factor—especially when you have over 
3,000 participants, volunteers, and other 
key individuals involved in this event. “Yes,“ 
said Thomas, “the softball is our mission, but 
it is more than a game. There are so many 
individual stories within the league, within 
NAGAAA, of coming out stories, of finding 
relationship stories.” Thomas added that the 
players and other participants are usually “a 
very social group” that will be out and about. 

When asked what you should do to 
get involved with the Gay Softball World 
Series, Thomas replied: “Come watch, 
participate, look at the schedule of all of the 
events that are going on, and get to know us." 

Inall,forthe Twin Cities, Thomas concludes 
that this year's Gay Softball World Series “is a 
big thing—a really big thing." 

For a full schedule of events and other 
information on the games, the teams, 
and ways to participate, log on to the Gay 
Softball World Series website at www. 
twincities2012series.org. 


Photos by Larry Barthel 
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"DAYS OF SOFTBALL WORLD SERIES 


FOR THE LOVE OF THE GAME 


e a Hard Monday 
Out In The Stands 
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& Fiesta Latino Night 
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Closing Party 
DJ David B 


Shower Contest 
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202 Coy Wor cares Gate 


Welcome to the 2012 NAGAAA Gay Softball World Series! We know you'll enjoy your stay in our fine state of Minnesota. To help you navigate your visit 
while you're not on the softball fields, Lavender has created a guide to the top hot spots in relation to your World Series events. Colors of activities can be 


matched to the map sections on the following pages. 


You can view it in print as well as in our Online Magazine via iPad and iPhone Newsstand installation or by clicking “Online Magazine” at 
LavenderMagazine.com. Also, going to our Friends of Community Map (www.FOCMap.com) and choosing the category “Gay Softball World Series” will 


bring you instant access to these listings and locations online. 


Schedule of Events: 
Sunday, August 12 


Monday, August 13 


Tuesday, August 14 


7:00pm - Lavender’s Out in the Stands, Detroit Tigers v. Minnesota Twins, 
Target Field, Minneapolis 

After the Game - Out in the Stands Post-Game Party, 

The Saloon, Minneapolis 


Wednesday, August 15 
5:30pm - Talent Show (with proceeds going to GLBT organizations), 
Pantages Theatre, Minneapolis 


Thursday, August 16 
6:00pm - Hall of Fame Dinner (invite-only), SEVEN, Minneapolis 


Friday, August 17 
9:00pm - Under the Big Top, eagleBOLTbar, Minneapolis 
10:00pm - Underground Dance Party, Hell's Kitchen, Minneapolis 


Saturday, August 18 

5:00pm - Closing Party, The Depot, Minneapolis 

9:00pm - Fleet Night, The Armory, Minneapolis 

Underwear Party in the Underground and more Block Party, 
eagleBOLTbar, Minneapolis 
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1. Mall of America 

2. Burger Moe's 

3. Downtowner Woodfire Grill 

4. Sawatdee 

5. Camp 

6. The Town House 

1. Above the Falls Sports 

8. Wilde Roast Cafe 

9. Surdyk's Liquor Store & Gourmet Cheese Shop 
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Special Advertising Feature 
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The Twin Cities Metro Area is an ideal location for the NAGAAA Gay Softball 
World Series. The fields and hotels located in Bloomington and Eagan are 
mere minutes from Downtown St. Paul, with the Mall of America planted 
firmly in between. A must-see for any visitor, the Mall of America is celebrating 
its 20th Anniversary and houses shopping, recreation, restaurants, a movie 
theater, and a central amusement park—enjoyment for all ages. 


St. Paul is our lovely capitol city, containing history, science, restaurants, and 
two great gay bars. Okay, it's got more than that going for it, and we hope you 
get a chance to explore it for yourself. As you get closer to downtown St. Paul, 
you can choose from various eateries on historic West 7th. Burger Moe's, with 
a great patio, gives a more casual feel while the Downtowner Woodfire Grill 
classes up your dining experience with American and Persian flair. 


If Thai is more your taste, pull out your chopsticks and head to Sawatdee, 
conveniently located near Camp Bar (another Sawatdee is near eagleBOLT 
bar in Minenapolis, as well). Camp Bar, "the closest gay bar to the World 
Series Diamonds," has beer busts, drink specials, and food specials Tuesday 
through Thursday as part of the World Series Week. If you're looking for a great 
patio and some pool and drag to go with your St. Paul GLBT experience, check 
out The Town House Bar, St. Paul's oldest GLBT bar, on University Avenue. 
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MONDAY, AUGUST 13 

The Opening Ceremony for the Gay Softball World Series is to be held on his- 
toric Nicollet Island on the Mississippi River in Minneapolis. Surrounding this 
are a great many attractions that are unique to Minneapolis. Start at River- 
place where the oldest restaurant in Minneapolis is found as is the Gayest, 
as Wilde Roast Cafe was voted by Lavender readers last year. If you're in the 
area before the Opening Ceremony, you can rent kayaks, canoes, and rowing 
boats from Above the Falls Sports and get to know the Mighty Mississippi 
yourself. 


Traveling into Northeast Minneapolis from Nicollet Island along Hennepin Av- 
enue, you'll find a piano and polka bar of lore, various restaurants and bars, 
as well as Surdyk's Liquor Store & Gourmet Cheese Shop where you can take 
advantage of their Summer Spirits Sale. If you're in the mood for small plates, 
there's a delightful location further down the river into "Nordeast" called The 
Sample Room that'll also land you near old architecture, a tiki bar, and plenty 
of bars with strong drinks to crawl to. 


Eventually, you'll want to get yourself to LUSH's GSWS Welcome Block Party 
that's being thrown in your honor Monday night. 
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TUESDAY, AUGUST 14 
wa After you watch the Minnesota 
| Twins take on the Detroit Tigers at 
Lavender's Out in the Stands night 
at Target Field, stay downtown and 
ч make sure you get to The Saloon for 
Minneapolis Lavender’s Out in the Stands Post- 
à Game Party as one of its 7 Days of 
Softball World Series events. 


You can also drop by the drag show 
at The Gay 90's or dance the night 
away on one of their many dance 
floors. Then head next door to The 
Brass Rail to enjoy their nightly Male 
Revue. 


If the club scene isn't your thing, and you'd rather rest your weary feet, wine 
and dine at Toast Wine Bar and Cafe which prides itself on offering many local, 
organic wines. Or, enjoy some killer cuisine and frosty brews at The Public 
House. End the night by burning off all those delicious calories by meandering 
around the West River Parkway on the walking and biking trails. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 15 

Strut your stuff at the Talent Show 
and then strut your stuff around 
Downtown Minneapolis. In case 
you want to spice up your stay, visit 
Fantasy Gifts on Hennepin Avenue 
near The Saloon, just down the 
street from the Pantages Theatre. If 
you want to check out Hell's Kitchen 
before the Thursday night dance 
party (or get what Lavender readers 
voted as the best breakfast in the 
Cities), descend into the hottest 
kitchen around, located between the 
Theatre District and Loring Park. 


Loring Park is home to Minneapolis's gay village and the location for nearly all of 
the 40 years of Twin Cities Pride celebrations. The oldest gay bar in the country, 
the 19 Bar, is a historical destination—you can take your picture with the Queen 
(hanging on the wall) and play some pool or darts. Loring Kitchen & Bar is what- 
ever you want it to be: a fine dining destination, a casual patio with tasty noshes, 
and a bar with drinks that'll knock your socks off—all overlooking Loring Park. 
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12. The Saloon 
GLBT Bar/Restaurant 
830 Hennepin Ave, Mpls 
(612) 332-0835 
www.saloonmn.com 


13. The Gay 90’s 
GLBT Bar/Restaurant 
408 Hennepin Ave, Mpls 
(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 


14. The Brass Rail 
GLBT Bar/Restaurant 

422 Hennepin Ave, Mpls 
(612) 332-7245 
www.thebrassraillounge.com 


15. Toast Wine Bar and Cafe 


415 М. 1st St 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 333-4305 
www.toastwinebarandcafe.com 


16 The Public House 
700 Washington Ave. N., 
Minneapolis, MN. 55401 

(612) 288-0606. 
www.thepublichousempls.com 


17. Fantasy Gifts 

Adult Store (10 Metro Locations) 
814 Hennepin Ave, Mpls 
(612)355-5505 
www.fantasygifts.com 


18. Hell's Kitchen 
Bar/Restaurant 

80 S Sth St, Mpls 

(612) 990-2581 
www.hellskitcheninc.com 


19. 19 Bar 
Bar/Restaurant 

19 W 15th St, Mpls 
(612) 871-5553 
www.19bar.itgo.com 


20. Loring Kitchen and Bar 


Bar/Restaurant 

1359 Willow St, Mpls 
(612) 843-0400 
www.loringkitchen.com 


21. Sarpino's Pizzeria 
Bar/Restaurant 

1028 Washington Ave S, Mpls 
612-455-8385 
www.gosarpinos.com 


22. Sorella Wine & Spirits 
Liquor Store 

1010 Washington Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 339-4040 
www.sorellawines.com 


23. Zen Box Izakaya 
Bar/Restaurant 

602 Washington Ave S, Mpls 
612-332-3936 
www.ZenBoxlzakaya.com 


24. eagleBOLTbar 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 18 | Bar/Restaurant 


1 à ) er - 515 Washington Ave $, Mpls 
If you're looking to spend the day where you'll be ending it, start out at the Mill (612) 338-4214 


www.eagleBOLTbar.com 


25. Fleet Night at The Armory 
Event 

500 S 6th Street, Mpls 
twincities2012series.org/events 


City Farmers Market. Pick up some libations at Sorella Wine & Spirits, and have 
a picnic in Gold Medal Park. Or, grab some small plates at the Japanese Eatery, 
Zen Box Izakaya. 


Before you attend the Closing Party at the Depot, grab a slice at Sarpino's 
and walk to the Stone Arch Bridge and Mill Ruins Park. Find your way to the 
Endless Bridge at the world-renowned Guthrie Theater. 


In the historic Armory building, party with your mates and meet some new 
ones at Fleet Night, the perfect way to end a perfect week. Whether you look 
like you just stepped out of the Navy or are simply donning your own dress 
whites, you'll be ready to mingle with seamen from across the country. Just 
don't go overboard...or do. 


If your dress whites become too cumbersome, go to the Underwear Party at the 


eagleBOLTbar underground. For those of you who prefer to cover your bases, 
stay upstairs and clothed at the block party. 
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Nokomis 


Uptown is home to young and old, artsy people and hip, fresh places. There are 
boutiques, bars, and even a blues joint in and amongst enough restaurants to 
feed the whole World Series. On your way from Downtown Minneapolis to the 
Lakes, stop by Rudolph’s BBQ for saucy ribs, or make time for Thai at Roat 
Osha. 


Minnesota is the Land of 10,000 Lakes. We'd be remiss if we didn't highlight 
the Lake District in Minneapolis, the City of Lakes. As the place to see and be 
seen, Lake Calhoun is the belle of the ball with Lake of the Isles, Cedar Lake, 
Lake Harriet, and Lake Nokomis as beauties, each with its own personality. 
Enjoy some bistro fare at Blackbird Cafe or some diner favorites at Nokomis 
Cafe. 
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26. Rudolph's BBQ 
Bars/Restaurants 

1933 Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 871-8969 
www.rudolphsribs.com 


21. Roat 05һа 
Bars/Restaurants 

2650 Hennepin Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 377-4418 
www.roatoshathai.com 


28. Blackbird Cafe 
Bar/Restaurant 

3800 Nicollet Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 823-4790 
www.blackbirdmpls.com 


29. Nokomis Cafe 
Bar/Restaurant 

5408 34th Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 741-6332 


www.nokomiscafe.com 


KAYAKS * CANOES * ROWING BOATS 


OH, FOR 


JOY! 


Featuring Chef Beth Fisher 
and her culinary team from Wise Acre Eatery 
hosted by Tangletown Gardens 


2 
Li EN 


VÀ ABOVE THE FALLS SPORTS 


120 N. 3rd Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55401 


GROUP PADDLING LEARN 
TOURS то ROW 


RESERVE A DATE BEGINNERS WELCOME! 


X 612.825.8983 X lt 
info@abovethefallssports.com ea wise ACRE 


/ EXTERY/ 
www.abovethefallssports.com 


Celebrating 25 years of involvement WELLS 
in the LGBT community 


FARGO 


2010: Became 
lead sponsor of 


2009: Partnered with 
College of Financial 


1992: stagecoach 
makes first 


$ appearance at Planning to create the GLSEN's Safe 
M LA Pride festival, | Accredited Domestic Space Campaign 
PRIDE team , Partnership Advisor" 
member network or ADPA" program 
established 
2009 


2004 
| 
1987: Wells Fargo 2004: "Gender identity/ 
includes “sexual expression" added to 
orientation" in nondiscrimination policy; 
nondiscrimination оо | PLACES TO WORK | first 100% on НВС’ 


statements 2012 | for LGBT Equality | new Corporate Equality 
Index received 


2012: 25-year 
anniversary of 
adding sexual 
orientation to 
nondiscrimination 
clause 


100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX 


25 years ago, Wells Fargo made a commitment to create an inclusive 
workplace environment for LGBT team members. Since then, we have 
achieved several key milestones and look forward to many more over 
the next quarter-century. 


wellsfargo.com/lgbt 
© 2012 Wells Fargo Bank, М.А. All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (722983, 05428) 
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OUR AFFAIRS 


AGAINST THE AMENDMENT 


A N D A What is the NAGAAA Softball World Se- 
ries? 


Тһе North American Gay Amateur Athletic 
W | Т Ы TWI М С ITI ГЕ S Alliance is the organizer of the Gay Softball 
World Series—the largest annual predominantly 

gay sporting event in the world. This year, it's be- 

WO R L D S E E | E S ing held in the Twin Cities for the first time since 


1996. The Twin Cities Goodtime Softball League, 
О R G A N | 7 Е В which is entering its 34" year, is hosting this hall- 

mark event. This year's World Series will be tak- 
BILL VENNE р. 


How does this event bring together the 
СІВТ and wider community? 

Тһе World Series draws over 4,000 partici- 
ашасы pants plus 1,000 fans from across North America 
TWIN 201 2 and helps to strengthen the GLBT presence in 
CITIES ER Е our communities. This year, we estimate that the 
FOR THE LOVE OF THE GGME whole World Series event will bring in between 
$5-10 million in economic activity for the Twin 
Cities region. The World Series is a fun commu- 

nity event that benefits all those involved. 


Will there be any activities helping to 
spread the word about the marriage amend- 
ment? 

This event will be drawing a large number 
of local fans and players along with many out-of- 
state players and fans. This creates a unique op- 
portunity for the World Series to support various 
national and local organizations. Minnesotans 
United for All Families is one of these organi- 
zations. They will be present in various capaci- 
ties to help spread the word about this hurtful 
amendment that will be on Minnesota ballots in 
November. 

What role do you feel sports play in 
building community and civic engagement? 

Тһе World Series brings together a diverse 
group of people to enjoy great company and com- 
petitive play. The host city must be welcoming, 
inclusive, and vibrant to support such a large- 
scale event. The Twin Cities without a doubt ful- 
fills this description. We think it is important for 
all of our participants to be aware of the upcom- 
ing amendment and have the opportunity the en- 
gage in conversations about this important issue 
that directly affects our community. O 


Photo by Larry Barthel 
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Plush. Private. Perfect. 


Whether you're taking an extended trip or a long weekend, 
there is nothing quite like the intimacy of a small recreational vehicle 
from Midwest RV (a division of Sears Imported Autos). 


A pleasure to drive with all the comforts of a plush full-size RV, 
you'll never look at a road trip the same way again. 


952-512-6690 ио 394 across from 
www.midwestrvsales.com (A division of Sears Imported Autos) Target Ridgedale 


SPORTS PROFILE | Lannie Walker 


I SIT at my computer trying to rec- 
oncile the news from Andy (Lavender's 
Managing Editor): A seemingly perfectly 
healthy, vivacious man I met just a cou- 
ple of weeks had a stroke. It didn't seem 
possible. He is young, somewhere in the 
vicinity of 40, active, bright, enthusias- 
tic, and full of life. How ironic is it that 
a guy I interviewed recently about his 
involvement in sports is facing physical 
impairment? I guess it's an example of 
how life is full of curve balls. And then 
on further reflection I realize how it's an 
even greater example of what an inspira- 
tion Larry is... 

When Larry Barthel tells me he used 
to be a mushroom, I tilt my head and give 
him a quizzical look. He laughs and ex- 
plains, "That's someone who spends a lot 
oftime in a dark, damp basement playing 
video games." Oh, okay. 

'The man with a sunny personality sit- 
ting across from me at Espresso Royale 
in Dinkytown certainly doesn't look like 
a fungus. With olive skin and an infec- 
tious smile, Larry tells me how getting 
involved in the gay sports scene in Min- 
neapolis has really helped him blossom, 
make friends, get involved in community 
events, and reunite with an old hobby— 
photography. 

A few years ago, a friend convinced 
him to come along to a volleyball game. 
When the friend bowed out, Larry 
stepped up to the net, said "Screw it, I'm 
just going to go play," and ended up join- 
ing the Gay Lesbian Amateur Sports So- 
ciety. Among his teammates, he found ac- 
ceptance and what he calls a *safe space." 
“I think the gay sports give us a good 
environment to be whoever you are and 
be comfortable without worrying about 
being harassed." 

Another appeal of joining a gay vol- 
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leyball team is jumping over the с 
out process. He says, "They cou 
bring their whole to the team 
they came out. B \ en you get 
gay team, you don' to come out. Wt 
already assume you are gay." For Larry, i 
the gay sports scene also offers a nice ae | 
ternative to the gay bar scene. “It's kind | 
of hard to meet people through other ac- 
tivities. You can meet people through the 
bars, but that’s the only association you 
have is going out drinking and dancing 
whereas, in the sports scene, you’ve got 
the games that you play, the practices, 
fundraisers for your team—all these 
things that are going on and they really 
do help you meet people who have a simi- 
lar interest.” | 

And that's just what happene 
ry when, during the Red Ribbo 
2008, he made friends who shar 


with free time off the court du 
ball games, and he began snap 
shots of the other players. S 
convinced him to start sh 
American Gay Athletics Ass 


form, and they are just gliding 6) 


look absolutely cool. I el à 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: 
Thursday, September 6 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


WHERE: 


Roat Osha 
2650 Hennepin Ave. S. 
Minneapolis 


FEATURING 

Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres 

Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities, Project 515, OutFront Minnesota, 
North Country Bears, All God's Children MCC, PFund, 
Minneapolis Movie Bears, TCGMC 
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ing the moment and saying this is what 
you looked like when I saw you looking 
gorgeous going by." 

It clicks for me then that Larry is 
now helping give others the same type 
of confidence he has gained from playing 
sports. “бо you've gone from mushroom 
to...dandelion?" I ask in a feeble attempt 
to make a clever analogy. ^No," he says 
shaking his head and grinning. “Dandeli- 
ons are weeds...how about. ..sunflower?" 
Right. From mushroom to sunflower. 

And that's where my article on Larry 
originally ended. When I heard from 
Andy about his stroke during this year's 
Red Ribbon Ride, I was shocked and 
reached out to him—first, of course, to 
tell him I hoped he was okay, and then 
to ask (ever the reporter) if he wanted 
to share his story. Larry responded to 
Andy and me and shared a candid ac- 
count of what happened. 

"On Saturday, July 21, while taking 
pictures and video for the Red Ribbon 
Ride near Northfield, MN, I suffered a 
severe stroke on the left side of my body. 
Due to a narrowed artery in my brain, a 
small blood clot from an untraced source 
got stuck and destroyed the part of my 
brain that manages the sensations on the 
left side of my body. That entire side of 
my body went immediately numb and 
at the same time hypersensitive, similar 
to how your face feels just after the an- 
esthetic starts wearing off after a visit 
to the dentist. Fortunately, the stroke 
did not touch my mental faculties or my 
broad motor control—I am able to walk 
(though slowly) and am able to speak and 
think clearly. At the time of the stroke, I 
was sitting on the side of the road and 
taking photographs, so at least the tim- 
ing did not put me into immediate peril. I 
flagged down one of the support vehicles 
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а) 
for the Red Ribboi a was taken“ 
the ћоѕріа еге I spent 10 days гесоу- | 
ering and relearning some basic skills | 
such as walking and typing. Thanks to 1 
everyone's help, I am once again able о 
type fairly normally.” | H y 

Well, for anyone that knows Larry 
you probably won't be surprised that! 
didn't stop at typing up an update on his 
condition. He took the time and effort to 
write about the Gay Softball World Se- 
ries, coming to Minneapolis this month. 

"Though I am not the official photog- 
rapher for the GSWS in the Twin Cities 
this summer, I will be volunteering and 
participating in the festivities, including 
the Opening Ceremonies, the Hall of 
Fame Dinner, and the Closing Ceremo- 
nies (which will feature a slideshow vid- 
eo I will author of photos from the week). 
GSWS is such a tremendous opportunity ^ Photos by Larry Barthel 
for thelocal softball community that there 
is no way I couldn't participate in it some- 
how. Thousands of athletes from around 
the nation will be here to compete—how 
could I not stick around and point a cam- 
era or two at it? I think it's great that LG- 
ВТА folks from all over the nation can get 
together for friendly competition. Many 
people who meet through these sporting 
events become lifelong friends, forging 
alliances that cross geographic and cul- 
tural boundaries. It's a great way to stay 
active, meet new people, and engage in 
friendly competition, all in a LGBTA-safe 
environment." 

As I read Larry's words, I realize I 
can't rewrite them any better. But, I do 
hope I can put into words a sentiment I 
know is felt by many: Thank you, Larry, 
for sharing your story. We wish you a full 
recovery, and we can't wait to see you out 
shooting again and flashing that mega- 
watt "sunflower" smile. 
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latest headlines 


Catch Golden Fig 
founder Laurie on 
in Cities Live 


АП local. All the time. 


790 Grand Avenue • St. Paul, MN 55105 
651.602.0144 
www.goldenfig.com 
facebook.com/goldenfigfinefoods 
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SLICE | Joy Summers 


Farm Dinners 


Last summer, I experienced my first dinner 
on a farm. A cadre of chefs fretted over steam- 
ing grills, while guests reclined in chairs set up 
along a winding row of white tablecloth covered 
tables. A nearby brook babbled, as they’re wont 
to do. The sommelier filled our glasses as she 
explained why she’d selected each variety. It 
was positively Gatsby-esque. An opulent table 
was set with glittering plates as guests, gor- 
geous in their fluttering summer wear soaked 
in the late season sun. Not only was I lucky 
enough to be served by such talented chefs, but 
also, the flavors were so much more immediate 
because of the nearness of the sources. 


When each ingredient is plucked from the land at the 
peak of ripeness and delivered to a waiting plate, there’s 
no need to worry about bruising, travel time, or shelf life. 
Most of the variables that can ruin flavor are taken out of 
the equation. 

In addition to the taste benefits, there’s also the fun of 
dining in the middle of the country and getting to enjoy the 
food with the people who raised it. Now that the fields are 
beginning to swing into high production, the table is set for 
some of our favorite yearly summer feasts. 

Wise Acre Eatery’s food is largely sourced from their 
nearby Tangletown Garden. They invite their guests out to 
the farm just 40 miles southwest of the Cities on Sunday, 
August 26. Wise Acre's Chef Beth Fisher and her kitchen 
crew will be preparing the food and wine pairings will be 
done by Caroline Glawe. Tickets are $165. Call 612.822.4769 
for reservations. 
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Guests share farm-fresh food 

(above), an elegant dinner under 
the open sky (below). Photos 
courtesy of Wise Acre Eatery 
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Open Arms, a nonprofit we're 
all big fans of here at Lavender HQ, 
is also getting in on the harvest din- 
ing. On Sunday, August 19, they 
are hosting dinner at their 3-acre 
farm in Belle Plaine. Tickets are 
$150 and the price includes a free 
shuttle from Open Arms in South 
Minneapolis out to the farm. Farm 
Director Ben Penner will also lead 
guests on a tour and explain a little 
bit about the importance of Open 
Arms being able to feed sustain- 
ably raised food to those in need of 
their services. They are doing so 
much more than just filling empty 
stomachs-they’re nourishing our 
neighbors-and at this dinner, you'll 
have the chance to experience just 
alittle bit ofthat goodness. RSVP to 
nancy 2openarmsmn.org 

Dinner on the Farm gathers 
some of the Cities’ best chefs and 
takes them out to area producers to 
dine al fresco. There are a few din- 
ners for the rest of the season that 
still have availability, but the din- 
ner Га most like to attend is Birch- 
wood Café's chef Marshall Paulsen 
on September 23. The dinner will 
be held at River's Bend farm on 
Crow River. Paulsen is a master 
when it comes to cooking season- 
ally (with Birchwood being one of 
the best Farm to Table restaurants 


A friendly menu and the localest 
of local fare. Photos courtesy of 
Wise Acre Eatery 


around). Tickets are $75 and in- 
clude the meal and locally brewed 
beer. A portion of the proceeds 
will benefit Seward's Children's 
Peace Garden. Tickets available at 
dinneronthefarm.com 

Outstanding in the Field is 
a national farm tour. It's making a 
stop in Minneapolis/St. Paul for a 
meal with farm dinner advocate 
Chef Scott Pampuch. He teams 
up with his cohort in pig fan- 
dom Mike Phillips, operating his 
Three Sons Meat Company. Last 
minute tickets might still be avail- 
able for August 9 for $200. The 
farm they're working with is Little 
Foot Farm in Afton, MN. More at 
outstandinginthefield.com. 

Slow Food, MN is partnering 
with Erik Sather, chef at the cel- 
ebrated Bar La Grassa and Garden 
Farme (who supply BLG) for Basil 
Snail. Slow Food is a nonprofit that 
educates the public about the ben- 
efits of local, seasonal food. The 
day will include a pesto demo, a 
garden walk, and a talk about the 
connection between farmers and 
consumers. This is a family-friendly 
event and more modestly priced at 
$45 for non-members, but kids 12 
and under get in free. Buy tickets at 
slowfoodmn.org. 


au. 
NEWSY 


BITS 


Kaskaid Hospitality, parent of Crave, continues their 
bid for world domination. First, it's Figlio 2.0. Their 
Soprano's restaurant, in the Shops at West End will be 
reborn as Figilio, keeping Chef JP Samuelson. Next, 

it's been revealed that they are opening Union (just a 
block from Crave) featuring a dramatic year-round patio. 
A giant, glass retractable ceiling will allow guests to eat 
under the Minnesota sky no matter the temperature. The 
kitchen will be run by former 11 Gatto chef (which used 
to be the original Figlio), Jim Christiansen. It's like the 
restaurant news equivalent of a Christopher Nolan movie, 
lots of unraveling. 


Foxy Falafel is open for business! The restaurant that 
moved into the former Caribe space (before that Chet's 
Taverna) is now serving their world class falafel. So far I’m 
enamored with the curry, full of flavor, but easy on heat. 
The free seasonal pickle bar is also irresistible. 


More new food trucks are on the streets. | was happy 
to check out Awesome Eats, Sayo, and MidNord. Awe- 
some Eats has sandwiches that he's not afraid to top 
with french fries. It's the right kind of wrong. Sayo is 
serving Filipino foods and every dish | tried was a great 
balance of sweet, salty, spicy and savory. 772271272 is 
serving all manner of empanadas, my favorite was the Ar- 
gentinian beef with the puckery perfect mojo sauce. Next 
ІІ have to get that Minnesota apple pie dessert. 


Minneapolis got some national love from Food & Wine, de- 
claring us the best "on the rise food city" and one of the 
best-priced. Pssh, we already knew that. 
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SAWATDEE 
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607 Washington Ave S * Downtown Mpls * 612.338.6451 


www.sawatdee.com 


more reasons to love us... 


Co-ops: 
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Weekday Breakfast 4 

& Late Night Dining 


seasonal, local, and sustainable food. 


Established 1975 


1933 Lyndale Ave. S. 
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SECRETS OF BAYFIELD COUNTY 


by Kristin Thompson 


YOU'VE PROBABLY been to Bayfield, Wisconsin. Or, at the very 
least, heard of its myriad charms: stately Victorian B & Bs, sailboats 
skipping between islands that rise in low mounds out of Lake Superior, 
sweet little shops where you can find ice cream, a bottle of wine or 
а well-selected novel—whatever your pleasure. Indeed, Bayfield is so 
charming that many visitors, utterly entranced by those first fresh lake 


breezes, never bother to venture beyond the compact downtown. 

On a recent weekend visit, my partner and I tracked down some 
of the hidden pleasures to be found in greater Bayfield County. After 
settling the dog at the kennel, we set our sights northeast. Freeway 
gave way to state highway, and we passed through summer resort 
towns shimmering as the heat of the day built up. Midway through 
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A stately sailboat. Photo by Kristin Thompson 


the Chequamegon National Forest, we 
jagged off the main road towards the 
Delta Diner. 

This 1940 Silk City Diner, set like a 
mirage in the northwoods, offers funky, 
boldly flavored breakfast and lunch 


Brian Johnston, 
Loan Officer 
NML#362936 
brian@femort.com 
959.697.3595 Office 
619.356.9005 Cell 


David Lozinski, 
Sr. Loan Officer 
NML#300103 
david@femort.com 
959.697.3595 Office 
612.868.6968 Cell 


FIRST EQUITY 
MORTGAGE 


“Gay owned and operated” 
(e HUD, FHA, VA approved. 


Small company feel, 
Big company products. 
$1 Billion in loans originated. 


7 


www.femort.com 


Inspiring Hope. 
Changing Lives. 


Building 
Community. 


Caroline Woods 


LSS Teen Clinic in Duluth 

A free medical clinic for 
at-risk and homeless teens 
and young adults, provided 
by Lutheran Social Service 
of Minnesota. 


My passion is to educate and 
empower vulnerable youth to 
stay as healthy as possible. 
Working in an inclusive, 
nurturing environment, 

I provide primary health care, 
screenings, and referrals. 


SAY 


I WILL 


Many youth who come to 

the clinic are couch surfing, 
living outside, or in their cars. 
I help them find the services 
they need to stay healthy. 


vision that all people have the opportunity to live and work in 
community with dignity, safety and hope. 


of Minnesota 
for changing lives 


Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota is committed to the Lutheran Social Service 
ZA 
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Le Chateau Boutin features some of the best views you'll find of Lake Superior and the Apostle Islands. Photo by Kristin Thompson 
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items. We enjoyed thin Norwegian pan- 
cakes, one laced with jalapenos, and a *Mex 
Benny” composed of dense cornbread, 
eggs, and chorizo gravy. If you don’t think 
you have room for dessert, you should order 
some anyway. The pies (triple chocolate pud- 
ding and lemon sour cream) were among 
the best I’ve sampled. If you don’t have time 
for a meal, the neighboring Diner Store has 
coffee, outstanding baked goods, and other 
provisions to go. 

Amply refueled, we continued to the 
White Winter Winery in Iron River for a 
tour and mead tasting. Normally a grape 
wine drinker, I was amazed at the range of 
styles and flavors that owner John Hamilton 
coaxes from honey and fruit. Bayfield Coun- 
ty is home to more Travel Green Wisconsin 
certified businesses than any other county. 
At White Winter, sustainability is embed- 
ded throughout the business, from sourcing 


ingredients locally to composting the waste 
generated. Time your visit right, and you can 
attend one of the Winery’s Summer Porch 
Concerts, culminating in a pig roast held 
over Labor Day weekend. 

After heading east on Highway 2, we 
caught our first glimpse of Lake Superior 
from the observation tower at Northern 
Great Lakes Visitor Center. While the Cen- 
ter is handy for a quick orientation stop as 
you enter the area, you may find yourself lin- 
gering to view the well-curated exhibits, feed 
the fish in the pond, or walk the trails. 

Entering the final stretch towards Bay- 
field, you might be tempted to skip the lake- 
side town of Washburn. Don’t. Washburn 
has a laid-back, artsy scene that makes it 
a worthwhile stop. Cafe Coco offers fresh, 
hearty breakfasts and lunches featuring 
their handcrafted breads and pastries. You'll 
have the chance to burn off your meal while 


wandering through the town’s art galleries 
or along the lakeside path. We took a short 
drive into the rolling hills above town to 
stop at Tetzner’s Dairy. The farm store isn’t 
staffed-just write your purchases (in pencil!) 
on one of the well-worn envelopes and leave 
exact change. 

Our dinner destination was Good Thyme 
restaurant, housed in an impeccably restored 
prairie style house just north of downtown 
Washburn. The owners have created a warm 
and convivial atmosphere, offering inventive 
cocktails and a modern American menu that 
hits both modern and classic touches. I, for 
one, couldn’t resist the traditional Friday 
fish fry, while my partner enjoyed a burger 
made with the restaurant’s blend of chuck, 
brisket, and short loin. 

Stage North theater and bar lies at the 
heart of Washburn-literally and figuratively. 
This intimate performance space hosts > 


48 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 9-22, 2012 


Pssst. 
50... What's fabulous? tero 


rborview, и oi 
Superior Street hee 
Duluth, MN 55802 


~ 1-800-967-9033 


Its time to give out some FAB awards again. 
LavenderMagazine.com/2012-lavender-100 


A favorite of the Duluth/Superior 
community, our diverse staff is fully versed 
to provide you with all the hot spots to 


enjoy your stay with us. 


New in 2012. 


a broad calendar of plays, musicians, and other 
events putting local talent on display. On our visit, 
we took in Twin Cities favorites Kevin Kling (his 
mom lives in Washburn) and Simone Perrin, while 
the fall calendar includes performances of Sylvia 
and Church Basement Ladies. The soaring lobby 
bar, complete with lake views, is a local watering 
hole even when no events are scheduled. Take your pre-show drink 
out to the terrace and try, I dare you, not to daydream about chuck- 
ing it all to move to the shores of Lake Superior. 

Upon arriving in Bayfield proper, we checked in at Le Chateau 
Boutin, sister property to grande dame the Old Rittenhouse Inn. 
Owners Jerry and Mary Phillips took a chance on Bayfield over 35 
years ago, and their hospitality keeps guests coming back season af- 
ter season. The five-course dinner at the Inn's Landmark Restaurant, 
with menu choices delivered verbally at each table, is an anniversary 
tradition for many couples. 

Another Bayfield tradition is to take in a show at the Big Top 
Chautauqua. Essentially a circus tent perched at the base of Mount 
Ashwabay Ski Hill, this eclectic venue presents performers like Greg 
Brown and Mary Chapin Carpenter along with house-produced vari- 
ety shows featuring storytelling and historical themes. 

Тһе next morning, after picking up a cuppa from Bayfield's Big 
Water Coffee Roasters, we started the day with a walk out on the 
city dock. We sat for a while in the crisp sunshine, watching the town 
wake up and listening to the Madeline Island Ferries come and go 
from the terminal. Before long, we tucked into a square breakfast at 


the nearby Egg Toss Cafe. When local berries are 
in season, a giant bowl makes the perfect accom- 
paniment to your meal. 

'The farms and orchards a few minutes west of 
Bayfield are a destination for many visitors. Our 
stop at North Wind Organic Farm supplied us with 
strawberries and jam to take home. Fall's bounty 
includes blueberries, apples, pears, grapes, plums, pumpkins, and 
other harvest treats. Pick up a brochure in town for a helpful map 
and guide to the farms. Bayfield serves as the gateway to the Apostle 
Islands National Lakeshore. To explore the islands, which are scat- 
tered northeast around the Chequamegon peninsula, getting out on 
the water is a must. If you don't travel equipped with a private yacht, 
local tour operators fill the breach, offering tour boat, sailboat, and 
kayak excursions ranging from an afternoon to several days or lon- 
ger. We joined Dreamcatcher Sailing's Captain Jen Lanzer and her 
partner for a sailing excursion to the sea caves on the north side of 
the peninsula, near Cornucopia. While flat winds dampened our ad- 
venture, the dramatic sea caves, carved in the sandstone bedrock by 
the sheer force of water, were impressive even through the drizzle. 
When the wind picked up for a time, Captain Jen taught this landlub- 
ber some of the rudiments of sailing. 

While Lake Superior dominates, small rivers and streams subtly 
shape the peninsula's landscape. Many locals recommended wa- 
terfalls as some of their favorite scenic spots. Houghton Falls State 
Natural Area, accessible via a short hike from a trailhead north of 
Washburn, protects rocky outcrops, a waterfall, and incredible > 
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í Researchers at the University 
of Minnesota are working hard 
to find a cure for HIV. Several 
studies are currently under- 


way, and we need your help. 


Your participation in an HIV 
research study might bring a 
cure closer to reality. This is 
important work, and you can 
be a part ofit. 


Let's talk if you are: 
e HIV+ 
• 18 or older 
* In generally good health 


Compensation and time 
requirements vary, depending 
on the study. 


For more information about UN IVERSITY 


articipating in a research study, 


call: 612-625-7472 OF MINNESOTA 


or visit: www.hiv.umn.edu Driven to Discover" 


lake views. Just east of Cornucopia, a series of waterfalls 
are easily reached from a bridge crossing the Siskiwit 
River; just park and locate the path hugging the river 
downstream from the bridge. 

Our getaway concluded with a drive on Highway 13, 
which wraps around the peninsula and eventually hugs 
Wisconsin's South Shore. In Cornucopia, poke around 
for awhile in Ehlers General Store. Boasting organic 
produce, groceries, deli, and hardware, Ehlers carries 
just about everything needed by locals and tourists 
alike. We stocked up on locally sourced goodies to bring 
back, including smoked Lake Superior trout, beans 
from Northwestern Coffee Mills, and Spirit Creek Farm 
sauerkraut. Beyond Cornucopia, the towns get even 
smaller. In Herbster, we marvelled at the campground 
plopped right on the beach, imagining how glorious it 
could be to wake up and wriggle your toes in Lake Su- 
perior sand. After browsing in a pottery studio housed 
in a former Port Wing church, we reluctantly struck out 
for home. 

Bayfield's most famous fall attraction is its Apple 
Festival, held the first weekend of October. Other high- 
lights include The Old Rittenhouse Inn's Fall Brew and 
Red Wine weekends and White Winter Winery's An- 
nual Emergency Pig-Out. Bayfield's food-centered Fall 
Harvest Celebration is ongoing in September and Octo- 
ber. www.bayfieldcounty.org! 
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Grab a steamy latte from Big Water Coffee 


Roasters (opposite), a funky meal at Delta 
Diner with pie (top and right), and some locally 
sourced goodies at Ehlers Store (above). 
Photos by Kristin Thompson 
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LETTERS | 


PRIDE IN PICTURES COVER 

I just want to say that I was 
very disappointed that you 
cast votes to determine the 
cover of the Pride [in Pictures] 
issue, making it some kind 

of popularity contest instead 


of a thoughtful and strategic 

way to capitalize on the VOTE AWE Lt РА 
NO momentum that swept MEDICAL CENTER ^ 4 
through the park this year. I = | 


think the magazine missed a 
real opportunity to emphasize 
the importance of defeating the 
amendment in this state and 
that is a moment you can't get 
back. 


MICHELLE MORAN 


OAKDALE, MINNESOTA VICTORIA HAGSTROM, MD M f 612.208. 0741 | 


РА anewmedicalcenter.com 
120 S. 6th Street, Suite 175 * Minneapolis, MN 55402 


HARMONY 


THE PLAN THAT COMBINES 
COVERAGE AND CARE. 


Harmony with Medica and Fairview ™ is a new kind 
of health plan. It's coverage and care working in 
concert with your needs to improve health while 
lowering costs. Your monthly premium is less 
and health care is simpler and more convenient. 
One phone number connects all your healthcare 
resources. And, you get unique benefits like 
Fairview Virtual Care, which lets you visit with 
a provider by video — anywhere, anytime. To learn 
more, call your broker or 855-35HARMONY, or 
visit CoverageAndCare.com 


MEDICA. В FAIRVIEW 
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Gay Marriage Heads to DNC Platform 
Politico.com reports that Democrats are set to endorse 
marriage equality for their convention platform, but 
neither the party nor the Obama campaign wanted to 
elaborate. Six states have legalized gay marriage, and 
three more have legalization measures on the ballot for 
November, but the increase in acceptance of the issue 
hasn't done anything to minimize its political touchiness 
this election year. 


Some Companies Take a Stand In Gay Marriage Fight, 

The Washington Post reports that a number of business executives have come out 
on the issue of marriage equality. Washington United for Marriage, a coalition that 
seeks to uphold a gay marriage law that passed in Washington, announced that Ama- 
zon.com's Jeff Bezos and his wife MacKenzie will donate $2.5 million to its cause. 
Microsoft founder Bill Gates and CEO Steve Ballmer each donated $100,000 to help 
keep gay marriage legal. On a different note, Chick-fil-A President and Chief Operat- 
ing Officer Dan Cathy recently opined that Chick-fil-A is *very much supportive of 
the family—the biblical definition of the family unit." 


Gay Marriage Foes Ask Supreme Court to Uphold California Ban 

Reuters.com reports that marriage equality opponents asked the Supreme Court to 
uphold a California ban on gay matrimony that was struck down by two lower courts 
as a violation of the Constitution. The request comes from the backers of Proposi- 
tion 8, a voter-approved state constitutional amendment defining marriage as solely 
between a man and a woman. 


Connecticut Judge Rules US Gay Marriage Law Unconstitutional 

The Wall Street Journal reports that a judge in Connecticut ruled that a part of a fed- 
eral law that defines marriage as between a man and a woman and denies tax, health 
and other benefits to married gay couples is unconstitutional. U.S. District Judge 
Vanessa L. Bryant in Hartford issued a decision saying the provision in the 1996 De- 
fense of Marriage Act violates the Fifth Amendment right to equal protection. 
Bryant wrote the provision "obligates the federal government to single out a certain 
category of marriages as excluded from federal recognition, thereby resulting in an 
inconsistent distribution of federal marital benefits." 


Florida Lieutenant Governor Says Sorry For "Black Lesbians Don't Dook Like 

Me" Comment 

NewsOne.com reports that Florida Lt. Gov. Jennifer Carroll apologized for offending 
lesbians when she said black women who engage in such relationships don't look 
like her. Carroll was implying that black lesbians aren't attractive. She denies a fired 


GLET WORLD NEWS! 


staffer’s claims that Carroll and a female travel aide were found in a compromising 
position. 


Colorado Baker Target of Gay Protest for Not Baking Wedding Cake 

Examiner.com reports that the owner of Masterpiece Cake Shop in Lakewood, Colo- 
rado, refused to bake a wedding cake for a gay couple. Dave Mullin and Charlie Craig 
went to the cake shop thinking they would try cakes. Upon leaving, Craig told the 
owner, “Fuck you and your homophobic cake shop.” 


Cheney Defends His Silence on Gay Marriage in 2000 

ABC News reports that Dick Cheney says that even though he supported gay mar- 
riage, he didn’t see the point of raising the issue in the 2000 presidential campaign. 
The former vice president suggested speaking out probably would have sunk Presi- 
dent George W. Bush’s prospects for office. Mary Cheney, Dick’s daughter, married 
her partner in June. 


Romney Ran “Most Gay-Friendly” Olympics 

The Salt Lake Tribune reports that Mitt Romney helped make the 2002 Salt Lake 
City Winter Olympics “one of the most gay-friendly games in Olympic history.” Rom- 
ney worked to diversify the games, being “very, very supportive of increasing the di- 
versity of the workforce." Romney’s past support of the gay community is a contrast 
to his current campaign positions. Salt Lake City attorney Laura Miliken Gray said, 
“We were good enough to volunteer at the Olympics, but we’re not good enough for 
equal rights now." L1 


56 | LAVENDER | AUGUST 922, 2012 


Building LIFESTYLE 


2012 ROMA Award winner for best addition under 600 square feet 


and best kitchen 200-300 square feet. 
ҮШ 


VUJOVICH 


DESIGN.: Е ЧЕ 


612-338-2020 
www.vujovich.com 
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BOOKS | Е.В. Boatner 


THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING 


ATTORNEYS 


MAYA: DIVINE KINGS OF THE 
RAIN FOREST 

Ed. Nikolai Grube 

h.f.ullmann - $49.99 

A feast for the eyes and the under- 
standing, this large volume is replete 
with hundreds of photos, maps, and 
texts on a broad spectrum of the Ma- 
yan cultures by twenty-six specialists 
in their fields. Presenting much new 
information on the Mayan people, 
their language, and their works, chapters include 
essays on “Habitats and Early Horizons," “Architec- 
ture and Art,” “Religious Beliefs,” “Тһе Colonial Era,” 
and “The Maya in the Present,” among others. The 
essays are concise, offering material rich in depth 
and detail, yet easily accessible to the reader. The 
Appendix contains a glossary, an overview of histori- 
cal sites, selected museums worldwide together with 
their contact information, a timeline, charts of the 
ruling dynasties with accompanying hieroglyphs, and 
remarks on the writing and pronunciation of Mayan. 


ATHEIST VOICES OF 

zwes ^ MINNESOTA: AN ANTHOLOGY 
Atheist Vota. ОРРЕВЗОМА! STORIES 
2 Ed. Bill Lehto 


Freethought House - $20 
Thirty-six Minnesotans share their 
paths to Atheism in topics involving 
"Life as an Atheist,” “Coming Out as 
an Atheist,” “Letting Go of Faith,” 
Жыз» and “Ethics and Action.” The voices 
are as varied as the speakers in 
this intriguing exploration of atheism; to be one, 
to profess one is one, and living as one. It might 
not occur to a religious believer the difficulties of a 
young—or older—person who realizes that his or her 
personal way of living does not mesh with those of 
their families who may be strong believers in a god 
or who make church or synagogue attendance a key 
part of their lives. How, their family or friends ask, 
can atheists live whole and ethical lives? Read Atheist 
Voices and learn. 


SEMINAL MURDER 

Mary Vermillion 

Quest Books - $15.95 

The third volume in “The Mara 
Gilgannon Mystery Series” (Death by 
Discount; Murder by Mascot) brings 
Mara into the complex and emotional 
byways of artificial insemination. A 
dear friend and director of a sperm 
__, bank is murdered, and as Mara is 
drawn into the search for the killer, 
disquieting questions arise—why, for example, do 
fewer inseminations of lesbian clients succeed? 
Other enticing plot threads involve her ex who is try- 
ing to get pregnant, her over-the-top housemate who 
is pals with a prime suspect, a determined 15-year-old 
who wants Mara to find her donor father, and the 
ominous Reverend Leo Spires, a fanatic fundie hell- 
bent against any kind of insemination program—es- 
pecially for lesbians. Mara’s wry wit and posse of pals 
proceed with vim and vigor. 


RESCUE AT INSPIRATION POINT 
Kate McLachlan 
Quest Books - $16.95 
If you can wrap your mind around 
time travel (think Connie Willis), 
then you'll love this quirky time-travel 
thriller, the sequel to McLachlan’s Rip 
Van Dyke. It’s 1988, and Van, partici- 
pating in a practice hostage situation, 
» is actually captured and her partner, 
Patsy, becomes a hostage negotia- 
tor for real. To find the witness to one prisoner’s 
crime, their friend Bennie travels back (in Jill’s time 
machine) to Spokane’s 1974 Expo. Immediately, head- 
strong Bennie breaks the universal time travel rule: 
Don't get involved. The plot moves swiftly in times 
and venues, from prison tower where Van is being 
held by two (or one?) depraved killers. Will Bennie 
return with the evidence? What will her interference 
have wrought? McLachlan weaves a heady web of 
suspense and believability. L1 


RESCUE AT 
INSPIRATION POINT 
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Taxes Giving 
You a Headache? 


Meet Our 
Newest Income 
Tax Specialist. 


Paul Vetsch can help. 


Professionals 


4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 55416 


р 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 
paulv@RORTax.com | RORTax.com 


Lee Roehl е Mike Cassidy e Mike Simon 
Lee Zurek Paul Vetsch 


ALARM PROTECTION 


АЕБ 
Secure 
АЎ вм 


Согду Neuman 


Mobile: 612-366-2050 
Licensed + Bonded + Insured 


PROTECTION, INC. 


Commercial - Residential - Fire 
Business: 612-728-0000 - Fax: 612-721-8993 
Email: gordy@ask4asap.com Web: www.ask4asap.com 


ANIMAL HOSPITALS 


LARPENTEUR 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


“Because Our Pets are Family” 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care 
Free First Exam 

Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
Dr. Christy Hutchins EN. 
1136 Larpenteur Ave. W. — ~; 
651-487-3712 • larpenteuranimalhospital.com 


Did Social Security Say 
You're Not Disabled? 


We specialize in appealing 
Social Security disability claims. 


No Recovery - No Fee 
Call us and get the help you need. 
Eileen Bohn 
763-557-6525 


bohnandassociates.com 


Bohn&Associates 


Social Security Disability Claim Services 


LGBTQ Youth, 
Family óe Elder Law 


Chris D. Kramer 
Attorney at Law 


(618) 
298-5656 


KringleLaw.com 


BANKRUPTCY 


Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


Cazates LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 


СА 


www.cazaleslaw.com РА 


С. Alexanderféazales, 


АЧТОМОТМЕ 


БЕЙНОМЕ5Т- v D. 
AUTO CARE Zëss К 
Full бес Eco-Friendly Auto Servi ‘ 


3 Locations: Minneapolis, Anoka, and Eagan 
Hours: Mon-Fri - 7-6 e Saturday 8-4 
www.honestiuptown.com 

HONEST-1 ANOKA НОМЕЅТ-1 MINNEAPOLIS HONEST 1 EAGAN 
2701 Fairoak Ave. 2217 Lyndale Ave. S. 525 Diffley Rd, Suite 1050 


Anoka, MN 55303 Minneapolis, MN 55405 Eagan, MN 55123 
763-270-0424 (612) 871-7545 651-994-9000 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORAL SHOPS 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 


651-646-7244 
www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 


GUN SHOPS 


+ Fully stocked firearms dealer 
«Indoor shooting facilities 
+ Training courses 
4080 W. Broadway Ave. N. 
Robbinsdale • 763-533-9594 


3621 88th Ave. NE 
Circle Pines • 763-792-4867 


billsgs.com 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Trying to QUIT SMOKING, 
but struggling? 
It is time to try hypnosis! 


Our smoking cessation program is 
; 90% effective. 


HYPNOSIS CENTER" 


Call in August for $50 off the program price! 
952-356-0010 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


SINCE 1998 
Service, Integrity, Quality 


fo 
Angies list 
porem. 


Siding 
Roofing e Windows е Decks 


North Metro 763.856.1390 
South Metro 952.884.2005 


Financing Available » Free Estimates 
MN General Contractor * MN License #20384780 


RESTORATION е RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Profersional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREMN.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


www.houseliftinc.com 
4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 


612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
MN LIC #BC378021 


ВОЕН Jet 
S ODERLIN' 
>) 642.724-4080zINcE 1914 | 
Serving the entire Twin Cities Area | 
Emergency Service Available ` 
WWW.SODERLIN.COM | 


3612 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis MN 55407 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #M1764#M359 


Жоға 


CONSTRUCTION, INC. * 

«П Si 2 
— | Š 
Roofing + Siding + Windows + Gutters + Decks + Painting ii 


Let us show you how we can optimize your home 
improvement experience. Ask about our summer Сә 
specials and storm damage renovation programs. 


RDavisConstruction.com 
info@rdavisconstruction.com 


612.259.8363 


Цей 20635925 


Е-е” 


Windows 


for America 
BC248265 


/ Y" 
e | 
NN зы 
ыж 


DOORS + PERGOLAS + WINDOW: 
SIDING • ATTIC INSULATION 
Our Energy Savings Solutions Company 


Call: (651) 203-0149 for FREE price quote today № 
www.nwfaMN.com 


| 612-205-5618 


` Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 


Inc.com | 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 

www.goodstuffmoving.com 


DESIGN * BUILD * REMODEL 
2 


1 44 


CONSTRUCTION 


952-926-0164 


bluestemconstruction.com 


Timothy & Mark Ferraro-Hauck, owners N 


s NARI 
MN Lic: BC225441 [o 


A = Z ELECTRIC 


E We'llido (almost) anything A-Z! 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small • Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service + Licensed Bonded Insured 


Chris 612.275.2117 
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THE NETWORK 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


MATT'S 
TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


LICENSED AND INSURED 


“We'll go OUT on a limb for you.” 


Serving the Metro Area 
FREE Estimates for Removal & Trimming 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 
Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping 
Stump Grinding * Storm Damage 
Lot Clearing • Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease and 
Oak Wilt protection treatments 
25+ yrs. Experience * Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


INSURANCE 


Kimberly A. Nybo 
Insurance Agency 
GREAT SERVICE — GREAT RATES! 


Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
ЖТ” Auto * Home * Life • Health 
| , Retirement * Business е Bank 


(“ә 9 Late aria 


23 Years Experience 


763-571-6111 


www.KimberlyNybo.com 
Email: Kim@NyboAgency.com 


LONG TERM CARE INSURANCE 
for the GLBT community 


Steven Henning 
www.stevenhenningltci.com 
651-459-6532 


Trad Radmanovich 
traciradmanovich-linkedin 
651-775-7703 


Representing multiple companies. GLBT couples can receive 
couples discounts up to 40% 
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Call me today to see how you can save when 
you combine your home and auto policies. 


© 


Allstate. 


(952) 233-0310 


DAVID KINNEY 
9358 ENSIGN AVE, BLOOMINGTON 
A060877@allstate.com 


Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and 
qualifications. Discount amount may be lower. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance 
Company, Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company. 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
e Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


You're in good hands. 


AMERICAN FAMILY 
vn eue enee 


07491 10/11 e 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Аме. М. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 

Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


FARMERS 


Davina M. Baldwin 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


EXPERIENCED. RELIABLE. 
RE LEO СЕЛЕ (ON 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT LOCAL PET SITTERS AND DOG WALKERS 


PROFESSIONAL PET SITTERS 
OF MINNESOTA 


PETSITTERSMN.ORG 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist e 612-990-0649 
Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


"Therapy Center 


Convenient Midway Location 
2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Julie Childs Aus. 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist ZR MEIN 
Individual and Couples Therapy 
Collaborative, Non-Judgemental, Caring Approach 
Experienced (25 years in the fie 
Free Phone Consultation 


Office: (651) 783-5656 * Fax: (651) 483-1525 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 * Roseville, MN 55113 
jchildstherapy@gmail.com 


Adolescent, Couples, and 
Adult Psychotherapy 


Paul J. O'Hara, MA 


Licensed Psychologist 


952-922-8665 


6800 France Ave So. 
Suite 560 
Edina, MN 55435 


www.pauljohara.com 


REAL ESTATE 


Loyal. Obedient. 
And House Trained. 


ANN LEVITON 


Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist ” 


[E 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


Spectacular for entertaining w/huge living room opening 
to multi-level decks, 3 Fireplaces, and 2 Family Rooms! 
11473 Mount Curve Road (MLS#4166986) 
$677,900 or $4,000/mo. Possible Contract for Deed, 
Rent, or Rent to Own: Call Kathy @ 612-850-3123 


Kent Bowker 


At your doorstep te the ety o Out іе burbs. 
612.986.8622 
kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


Welker 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


„НИЗ `. 612.827.9537 


COLDWELL 


THE NETWORK 


REAL ESTATE 


SCOTT HAUBRICH 
4 612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Adventures Ahoy 
N Sailboat Charters 


Offering individuals and small 
groups memorable sailing 
experiences from Bayfield, WI 


adventuresahoysailing.com 


Captain Vin McMahon 


651-295-5718 
bayfield104@yahoo.com 


WEDDING SERVICES 


your local twin city wedding pros 
612-870-9082 
www.dlgcreativemgmt.com 


See the 


online 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. 
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DATELAND | Jennifer Parello 


А First... And Last Date 
(Part 2) 


(IN OUR first installment, we learned that 
my girlfriend impulsively invited two women 
we barely knew to spend the weekend with 
us at a cabin in the woods. In this episode, we 
learn why this was a terrible idea.) 

So, what do you do with two strang- 
ers who you've invited into your home for 
the weekend? The cabin is less than 1,000 
square feet, so a tour of the house lasts 
about five seconds, which leaves you with 
five seconds short of 48 hours to kill. 

*How about a drink?" I asked sensibly 
after our conversation raced off a cliff and 
into a crevasse of awkward silence. Ev- 
eryone in the party nodded vigorously in 
moist hunger. 

We mixed the cocktails for maximum 
potency, and they quickly had their desired 
effect. In short order, we were chatting and 
laughing as if we had known each other for 
ages. 

As the evening got wetter, our stories 
became more intimate. We told them of 
the controversial beginning on our rela- 
tionship—a story that is equal parts ridicu- 
lous and tragic, and just far enough in the 
past that we can laugh about it. And then 
they told us of their less-than-romantic ori- 
gins—how they stumbled into a love trap 
after years of platonic disinterest. 

“We didn't even like each other much as 
friends,” confided one of the women. “I’m 
still confused why we ever got together.” 

The other woman, who possessed a 
deep sullenness that initially charmed me 
but seemed to darken further into misan- 
thropy with each martini, stared up men- 
acingly from her drink and snapped, “We 
haven't slept with each other in 10 years.” 

I shot my girlfriend a look of panic. 
When I suggested that we make new 
friends, I didn't think that a) she would drag 
the first couple she found back to the house 
and invite them to spend the weekend and 
b) our new friends would be miserable with 
each other and, possibly, in the process of 


plotting to kill each other. 

My girlfriend and I excused ourselves 
to the kitchen while the rumblings of a vi- 
cious argument stirred in the fetid atmo- 
sphere surrounding our new friends. 

"This is going to end in a murder-sui- 
cide,” I said, as my girlfriend began to hide 
the knives. “We’ve got to get them out of 
here." 

"They're drunk,” she cried. “They have 
to spend the night at least. Maybe one of 
them will pass out before blood is spilled." 

We grabbed some alcohol-absorbing 
snacks and returned to the Edward Al- 
bee play that had broken out in the living 
room. The two women were engaged in a 
noisy standoff in the middle of the room, 
Screaming accusations and shoving fin- 
gers in faces. 

They clearly had hated each other in 
silence for years. Now, fueled by the toxic 
potion of vodka and olives and unleashed 
in a strange setting with people they would 
never have to see again, they finally were 
able to let their hate bubble fully to the 
surface. 

Hours of stunning humiliations, threats, 
and a wrestling match that was sparked by 
a custody dispute over their pets followed. 
At some point in the evening, my girlfriend 
and I sneaked off to bed. 

The next morning, we woke to find them 
gone. The living room, which had been vic- 
timized by dramatic arm gestures and flung 
objects the night before, was in perfect or- 
der. The only sign of the previous night's 
events was a crack in our Minnesota State 
Fair commemorative snow globe. The cow 
in the center looked slightly bewildered but 
largely unscathed. 

We've placed the snow globe in a promi- 
nent place to remind us that making new 
friends can be as dangerous and unpre- 
dictable as a first date. Always best to do 
a background check before crawling into 
bed. O 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To re- 
serve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436-4698 or 
email advertising@lavenderma- 
gazine.com. 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease of 
addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 

Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 


730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www.aliveness. 


org 


Clare Housing 

Affordable housing, supportive 
services & compassionate care 
to people living with HIV/AIDS. 
Volunteer opportunities available! 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 236-9515 


www.clarehousing.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health Clinic. 
525 Portland Ave., Ath Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.StopSyphMN.com 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project AIDSLine 
The AlDSLine is the statewide 

referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 

(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park house home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- individuals 
to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-7472 


EDUCATION 


Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 


"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 


HS diploma, free bus pass, work 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LL-9 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 
Minneapolis Bike Tour 


Annual bike ride in September 


supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
nd music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 

www.minneapolisbiketour.com 

mpláaikstaureiminednelisparksolg 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over The 
World And Every Period Of Human 
History. Free Admission Daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 
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FITNESS 


YWCA of Minneapolis 


Serving men, women and families in 
an inclusive, welcoming environment. 
Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health to meet your needs. 

619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

651) 645-0478 


www.familytree 


Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your СІВТ Library with stacks of DVDs, 
books, and magazines. 


Check out our online catalogue. 
1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 


St. Paul, MN 
(651) 641-0969 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

Radio without boundaries. 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the studentrun radio station 
of the University of Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. 5. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MEN'S HEALTH 


Among Men 

Educates and supports men to 
develop a greater confidence around 
their sexuality and sexual health. 
1300 S. 2nd St., Ste. 300 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 626-7937 
amongmen@umn.edu 
www.amongmen.org 


MUSEUM 


Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 

Pa 221-2547 


ttp://www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the art of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 

Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 


www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 


www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 
anoramic views: Garland, Civil War, 

1568, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 
artists one new work while sparking 
conversation about challenging 
human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www. illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 


www. jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and lassie works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 

An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the MPO presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
performances. 

P.O. Box 6116 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 656-5676 


www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission program. 
1501 S. 4th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd largest pan-Asian 
erforming arts organization in the 
.S., and is home to Theater Mu, an 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

drumming group. 

355 Wobotha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

(651)789-1012 


http://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and Арсо свег 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 


www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to thrilling 
contemporary theatre and the Twin 
Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 


www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 


www.thelabtheater.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes for retired 
racing greyhounds. Greyhounds are 
calm, 

good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 

www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suing 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. O. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


OvutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, ММ 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Duluth Superior Pride 

Our Colors Won't Run! Join us for the 
4-day festival held over Labor Day 
weekend: 

P.O. Box 3198 

Duluth, MN 

(218) 761-0726 


www.dspride.com 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, volunteers, 
and board members. Contact us 
today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 305-6900 


www.tcpride.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God’s Children Metropolitan 
Community Church 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of Christ. 
333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to elision. justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Congregational Church of 
Minnesota 

Friendly open/affirming, "Just Peace" 
community; welcoming persons of all 
races, cultures and sexual orientations. 
500 8th Ave. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 331-3816 


www.firstchurchmn.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey with 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and more. 

511 Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 


(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 

А covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 


www.hohchurch.org 


Mayflower Community Congre- 
gational United Church of Christ 
Ап open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

(-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Mayim Rabim Reconstructionist 

Congregation 

We are an evolving urban Jewish 

community welcoming diverse 
ackgrounds and celebrating our 

shared heritage. 

Friends Meeting House 

4401 York Ave. S. 

Minneapolis MN 55410 

612-247-5490 


www.mayimrabim.org 


Minneapolis Jewish Federation 
We build community, care for the 
welfare of Jews everywhere & 
maximize participation in Jewish life. 
13100 Wayzata Blvd., Suite 200 
Minnetonka, MN 

(952) 593-2600 


www.jewishminneapolis.org 


Plymouth Congregational 

Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 

Progressive Christianity, Tradfional 
eting & Service, Social Action, The 

Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church with Wingspan Ministr 
+ PASTORAL CARE * EDUCATION + 
WITNESS + ADVOCACY + Outreach 
of St. Paul-Reformation Church to the 
СІВТОА Community. 
100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ 
А vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 
congregation welcoming "you" on 
Gods journey of love and justice. 
Hu Summit Ave. 

t. 


aul, MN 
(651) 224-5809 
www.SPUCConSummit.org 


Temple of ECK 

ECKANKAR 

Worship Services the first Sunday of 
each month, 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
7450 Powers Blvd, 

Chanhassen, MN 

(952) 380-2200 
www.TempleofECK.org 


Union Congregational United 
Church of Christ 


Socially and theologically progressive. 


Open and affirming. A ‘Just Peace 
church, founded in 

abama Ave. S. 
St. Louis Park, MN 
952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 


www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God’s Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


M 
(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 


Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life better 
for our most vulnerable citizens since 
1865. 

2485 Como Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 


www.Issmn.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 


www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town О 
Afton, MN. Posen 
Unique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 

The perfect day trip...or weekend 
getaway! 

Historic Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 

Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stllwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and В & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings “Тор 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 


13000 209 avid 
e Valle 
(952) 4319200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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MS. BEHAVIOR" 


Meryl Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Tm a lesbian who recently got dumped by 
the woman of my dreams. She didn't even 
have the courtesy to tell me why; instead, 
she stopped returning my calls and answer- 
ing my e-mail. Finally, when I managed to 
get hold of her, she said it just wasn't work- 
ing for her. This was after a fabulous month 
together on the Cape, great sex, and sharing 
our most intimate feelings with each other. 

Ifeellike I should just forget about trying 
to meet another woman. I am totally blown 
away by this experience. Any advice? 

-FORLORN LESBIAN 


Dear Forlorn Lesbian: 

It's never a good idea to make a grand 
plan for a life of spinsterhood right after 
you get dumped. Be dramatic if you need 
to and invest in the wardrobe and accoutre- 
ments (sweatpants, baseball caps, book-of- 
the-month-club, multiple felines), but don't 
commit to it. You're right, however, that this 
may not be the best time to meet, court, and 
marry someone new. You'd probably just 
project your hurt and insecure feelings onto 
your new girlfriend, which would make you 
feel like a cling-on, and wouldn't bode well 
for a healthy relationship. 

This is not to blame you for what hap- 
pened in your last relationship. It sounds like 
you're actually fortunate that you weren't 
with her longer; a woman who doesn't have 
the courtesy to return your calls or offer an 
explanation after a whole summer of dating 
probably has some serious emotional issues. 
But this would be a good time to honestly 


think back about whether or not there were 
any clues that she could be so dismissive or 
that she wasn't as connected as you might 
have imagined. If you can feel more confi- 
dent about reading someone else's signals 
in the future, it may make you feel less frag- 
ile. In the meantime, it doesn't make sense 
to plan how long to stay alone because it will 
really depend on how you feel. Once you 
think you can see clearly—you won't con- 
fuse a new woman with your ex-girlfriend 
or your rejecting mommy—then you'll be 
ready to meet someone. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

Last spring, I began dating a man who 
seemed sweet. Each time he came over, I 
made a great meal and we had sex. I was single 
and a little lonely, despite a full life. He was just 
breaking up with someone after five years. 

I didn't ask for a commitment. We had a 
blast at the gay pride parade, but then his 
tune changed, and he acted mean and told 
me I was moving too fast. I told him that I 
couldn't help how I felt but that I understood 
that he wasn't ready to become someone's 
boyfriend so soon. The day he broke up with 
me, he was nasty. I was heartbroken. 

Recently, he visited the store where I 
work and left a message saying that he didn't 
want to disturb me, but hoped all was okay. 
Perhaps this was something like an apology, 
but I reacted very negatively. He didn't say 
he was sorry or that he'd done anything 
wrong. I felt that trying to *make nice" after 
breaking my heart without apologizing was 
inappropriate. I crumpled his note and have 


no intention of calling him. I'm seeing some- 
one wonderful now anyway. 

I did fall in love with the first guy, but 
wasn't expecting any commitment so quick- 
ly. Maybe I'm being silly getting worked up 
over this because he probably doesn't care. 
I’m angry because of how he treated me and 
because he didn't allow any closure. 

What do you advise? I'd love to get over 
this. I value your opinion and enjoyed your 
book. 

-TOM 


Dear Tom: 

Although you say you're happy with 
someone new, Ms. Behavior hopes you're 
not harboring secret fantasies of resuming 
a romance with Mr. Ambivalence. The best 
thing about your relationship with him is 
that it ended quickly. People who become 
mean or inconsistent and end things badly 
will often do it again, in an even more hurtful 
way, given the opportunity. 

Ms. Behavior has nothing against the 
concept of forgiveness; it's just that in the 
absence of a sincere apology and desire to 
behave differently, there's no reason to think 
someone is capable of more than they've al- 
ready shown you. 

You sound like you have a lot to offer to a 
boyfriend, and Ms. Behavior hopes that the 
new one turns out to be worthy of your love. 
(If, however, the real problem is that you ex- 
ude the scent of desperation, you'll find out 
soon enough, when the new Mr. Wonder- 
ful's toothbrush disappears from your bath- 
room.) O 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


A nudist beach. 
Plage nudiste. 
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Р QUEJA DETENIDO 


OR ACTOS 


INDECENTE $ L 


You're under arrest for indecent 


exposure! 


Vous êtes en état d'arrestation pour 


attentat à la pudeur! 


POR RODRO 


|: ME-ESTABA -PONIENDO 
“PROTECTOR; SoLARA 


EN LA СОТТА? 


| was only applying sunscreen on my tail! 
Je ne faisais qu'appliquer de la créme solaire 
sur ma queue! 


CLASSIFIEDS 
u———— нисин ————— 7 


APPAREL 


Consignment Leather Clothing & Bicycle 
Rental. Resale leather clothing including 
jackets, coats, vests, chaps, pants, skirts, 
belts, etc. Formerly Just Broken In’, 
Uptown. Also rent bicycles. 218 Main 
Street N., Stillwater, MN 55082. www. 
JannasHidesandRides.com. 


38th STREET URBAN OUTLET. Retro, 
vintage, kitsch & much more. Cool things 
you want, useful stuff you need. Thrifty fun! 
БЕ. 38th St., Mpls. (612) 287-5715. http:// 
www.facebook.com/38thstreeturbanoutlet. 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: ANTIQUE FAIR! August 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, Wed. 1-7pm, Th-Fri 
10am-7pm, Sat-Sun 10am-ópm. * 4304 
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com 


HOME SERVICES 


ULTRA SHINE WINDOWS, LLC - Window 
Washing & Gutter Cleaning "We shine 
above the rest" - Window Washing - Gutter 
Cleaning - Power Washing. 10% off for 
First Time Clients. Call: (612) 298-8737. 


PRO TEAM PAINTING PLUS. Complete 
nterior & Exterior Painting. Plus Carpentry 
Services. Call: (651) 917-2881 or go to www. 
proteampaintingplus.com. 


STROMAN TILE - Specializing in custom 
aminate countertops, also ceramic tile 
back splashes, floors, tub areas and 
showers. Professional, respectful, neat, 
NSURED. Call: (612) 221-1630. 


PET SITTING & WALKING 


We walk dogs! Bark Avenue, Etc. Insured 
and Bonded. Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 


(cats %о!. Energetic. | Responsible. 
Flexible. www.barkavenueminneapolis. 
com. mb{dbarkavenueminneapolis.com. 


(612) 423-4523. Twin Cities Metro Area. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Jackie L. Disch, MS. Counseling for Mind- 
Body-Spirit. Sliding Fee Scale. Uptown 
Area. (952) 261-9814. jackie disch(àmsn. 
com. 


TOM GLASER, MS, PSYCHOLOGIST e 
COACH • CELEBRANT. (612) 240-4289. 
http://www.tomglaserlp.com/. 


ROOMMATES 


Lowry Central - Gay male to share large 
2 BR with gay male. $525 month includes 
utilities. Free laundry, cable and internet 
available. One month security deposit. 
Available now. Call Nick at (612) 325-4058. 


South Minneapolis room for rent. $550/ 
month. Includes utilities, internet, laundry, 
shared kitchen, big fenced yard. The room 
has a fireplace, sitting area, big closet, 
projects space. Possible small pet. Jeff: 
(612) 205-5618. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


Gregory Quinn says “ГМ BACK IN TOWN” 
at The Natural Healing Spa in Vadnais 
Heights. Specializing in Sports, Deep 
Tissue, Hot stones, Couple Massage, 
Swedish, and Chair Massage. | am the 
best in the Twin Cities. Massage solutions 
for your specific needs. Service - Integrity 
- Quality...and this place is beautiful. Call: 
(651) 777-6099. Vadnais(dnatural-healing- 
spa.com. 1636 East County Road E, Vadnais 
Heights, MN 55110. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (d (612) 306-6323. 


Hot 'n horny 
hookups. 


Horny? Hookup with local gay and bi men. 


MEET 


SQUIRT 


Org 


REAL 


MEN NOW! 
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THROUGH THESE EYES | Justin Jones 


| Don't Belong Here 


*YOU THINK you're so fucking special," 
the Man with No Face tells me. He's wearing 
a Freddy Krueger mask. I don't know who 
he is. It’s Halloween, five years ago. “Go to 
hell,” he tells me, but follows me around a 
costume party for the rest of the night. I feel 
accepted by everyone at this party but him, 
and I choose to leave because of it. I feel un- 
welcome, like I don’t belong here. 

I’m wearing the stereotypical 21-year-old 
gay boy Halloween get-up at the time: under- 
wear and glitter with little left to the imagina- 
tion, an at-the-time signature vulgar-vanity 
combo. My outfit no doubt displeases the 
Man with No Face. There are others at that 
party in similar outfits, of course, but they’re 
muscular, and he admires them from a dis- 
tance. I, on the other hand, am skinny, twink- 
ish, unfit, in his eyes, for such a costume. To 
him, I am squashable, and my insecurities 
let him squash away... 

I recalled this memory recently while 
suffering one of those particularly intro- 
spective hangovers with which you might 
be acquainted. I often listen to somber mu- 
sic when I’m in such a state and by myself, 
maybe in some way to commiserate with 
the singer. My choice this go-around: Radio- 
head’s early-90s anthem “Creep.” 

As I lay on my couch, somewhere be- 
tween napping and re-hydrating, I listened to 
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Thom Yorke’s haunting, resonating words: 
“I wish I was special. You’re so fucking spe- 
cial. But I’m a creep...What the hell am I do- 
ing here? I don’t belong here.” 

The lyrics fit my 21st Halloween experi- 
ence with one exception: the Man with No 
Face inverted the scenario. He wasn’t telling 
me that I was special and that he felt like a 
creep. No. He was telling me that I falsely AS- 
SUMED I was special, evidenced by my rev- 
eling, unreasonably, in my own vanity. He’d 
surely seen this paradox before: a twink who 
tans too much, wears too little, and shows off 
his body—not because he thinks he’s beau- 
tiful, but because he’s after compliments, 
stares, cat calls—he’s after validation. The 
Man with No Face saw me in this moment as 
a narcissist with no confidence. And he was 
right. I dare say that anyone with such blood 
lust would easily find his fill in the hearts of 
many an unclothed desperate. 

This happens too frequently among our 
gay brethren: a barrage of put-downs and 
bullying toward those who don’t meet our 
social standards, in-your-face and behind- 
your-back. 

I think back to my mindset at 21. I walked 
around that party with my head held high, feed- 
ing off the superficial energy of those around 
me. To some, like the Man with No Face, I 
gave the air of a narcissist. And, by some mea- 


sure, I suppose I was. I wanted everyone look- 
ing at ME. Telling me how cute I was. But not 
because I thought I was a beauty— 

What I thought of myself then really 
didn’t matter so much. I needed the valida- 
tion of everyone else. I needed to feel want- 
ed. That, in my mind, was love. 

But the Man with No Face did then what 
we have always done to each other and what 
we're doing with increasing intensity in 
parts of the gay community (particularly the 
club scene). He judged me harshly based 
on what he saw, hiding behind his mask 
and frumpy striped Freddy sweater, rather 
than seeing that possibly, maybe, my weak- 
ness—my immature craving for superficial 
acceptance—was behind my flagrant vanity. 
Maybe had he taken a few seconds to think 
about this, he would've seen me with sym- 
pathy, or maybe with pity. Either would've 
spared me a hard and haunting memory. 

Of course, it might also be true that the 
Man with No Face was me: at one time him- 
self a boy in glitter and underwear, living for 
himself and for others' approval, who was 
burned by a previous version of himself, who 
then became a cynic. 

If the latter is true, I can't imagine he's 
passed the torch to me. But just in case, ГИ 
keep away from the Freddy Krueger cos- 
tumes. 0 


Luther 
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MSRP $16,100, 0% financing for ир to 60 months or $500 rebate. See dealer for details. 


WWW.FIATMINNEAPOLIS.COM 
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PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 


KETEL ONE Vodka. Distilled from Wheat. 4096 Alc/Vol. 


©2012 Imported by Ketel One USA, Aliso Viejo, CA. 
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